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Abstract of Investigation U.S. Department of Labor
Mine Safety ano Health Administration

Authorty—This resort is besed on an invettigation made pufsuant to the Fedorel Miog Satety and Hasith Act of 1877, Public Law §1-173,
as amanded by Public Law 95- 184,

Ssctiagn A= ldepil!ination Data " o
1. Titke of invastigation. Z. Date MEHA rveetigation starten

Non—-fatal Coal Quthuyrst Dctober 28, 1992
d. Feport raleass dawme: 4. MNMine:

_ Virainia Pocahontas No. 6
5. Wina D rumber. &. Company:

44-04517 Garden Creek Pocahontas Company
?.T&wn.‘ﬁuunw, State: S AuThorise

Mavisdale, Buchanan, Virginia Kenneth E. Shortridge
Section 8-k L aformation
ﬁaﬂv Drogducicn: *'ﬁ §urhm_;_mplnymlnt:

700C tons 43
11, Undergrocund amploymant: T2 MNarme Of corlbwd.

337 Pocahontas No. 3
13 Trrcknass of Ceael Sl

60 — 72 inches
Saction C—-Lar Quarter Injury Frequency Hate (HSAC) for

14. Industry. 16, Thi operation:

11.40 ' S, 39
18, Training prograrn agoraved. 7. Mine Profile Rating:

Yes_ N/A
Section D-Driginsting Dffios T o
10, Mine Safety and Hesith Admirisretion o AdGren:
Coal Mina Hesith and Safety Distrlst o, : g . __P. 0. Box 560, Norton, VA 24273
Seaction E—Abytract

On Wednesday, October 28, 19382, at approximately 1:40 a.m.. a coal outburst occurred

at the headgate and stage loader for 3 Develooment off O East longwall section (009)
resulting in minor injuries to a longwall jack setter.

Seextlan F—Ming Qrganization

Caompany offlcisis: Narma Addren -
19. Promiden: S.L. Ogden Lexington, KY 40575
20. Suparintenden |- Rufus Fox Drawer [, QOakwood, VA 24631
21. Safaty Director: McDonald Hagy Same
Z2. Principie aofficer—H&S: DUUQ Lawson J_SEI'HE
23, Labor Orzanization. U.M.W.A.
28, Chairman=H&S Max Kennedy P.0. Box 517, Raven, VA 24639

SHA Form 2000-57, Apt B2 (revisad)
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Garden Creek Pocahontas Company, Virginia Pocahontas No. 6 Mine is
located at Mavisdale, Buchanan County, Virginia. The mine 1is
situated in the Pocahontas No. 3 coalbed, which averages 66 inches
in height. There are three developing sections using a continuous
mining system and one retreat longwall section using a shearer.
The mine operates three production shifts daily, five days a week.
Empioyment is provided for 33 employees; 254 underground and 59 on
the surface. The mine is ventilated by two eleven-foot high
pressure Bab-Cock fans located on the surface with a combined air
gquantity of 1,615,733 cubic feet per minute. The mine liberates
10,122,154 cubic feet of methane gas every 24 hours at the mine
fans. A methane drainage program 1s n use at this mine,
Morizontal holes are drilied 1n the cocalbed to drain methane gas
priocr Lo lengwall mining. A pipeline is used to gather the methane
and transport 11t to the surface where 1t 1i1s vented 1into the
atmosphere., Vertical ventilation degas holes are drilled from the
surface into the lcongwall coal blocks prior to mining.

The last regular safety and health inspectiocon was completed Cctober
1992. A resident inspector 1s assigned to this mine.

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

On Wednesday, October 28, 1992, an eleven-man crew under the
supervision of Clarence Smith, longwall foreman, entered the mine
and traveled to 3 Development of f O East working section. The crew
arrived on the section at approximately 12:05 a.m. Smith conducted
an on—-shift examinaticn, then assigned the crew work duties. Work
continued normally until approximately 1:40 a.m. Willis R. (Pete)
Dye, longwall Jack setter, was clieaning the top of the stage loader
when the coal outburst occurred. Dye was pinned against the side
of the stage Tloader by coal, draw rock, and timbers that were
forced from the rib of the yield pillar separating the Noc. 1 and
No. 2 entries. Dye was transported to a lecal hospital where he
was treated for cuts and abrasions, then released.

Aj]l production ceased on the section until an investigation could
be conducted,

PHYSICAL FACTORS INVOLVED

The Tnvestigation revealed the following factors re?evant to the
occurrence of the accident:

1. There was an overburden elevation 1n axcess of 2500 feet.

2. Magssive sandstone formations were present as evidenced through
core drill samples.



CONCLUSION

The accident occurred because the natural conditions conducive to
bumps and the load-bearing pillars adjacent to the tailgate entry
became overstressed and failed. This shifting of weight to the
longwall block produced a stored energy. As the overburden
pressures were applied and the longwall approached this area, a
sudden release of energy resulted in the outburst.

VIOLATIONS

No violation of 30 CFR was observed during this investigation.

enneth E. Shortridge

Fonds )

David L. Fowler

Approved by:

Michael J. Lawless, District Manager



