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FROM: §. E. GASPERSICH jﬁc 4 |

Coal Mine Safety Specialist

SUBJECT: Repoart of Investigation of Nonfatal Coal Outburst
| Accidents, Beatrice Mine, Beatyrice Pocahontas Company,
Keen Mountain, Buchanan County, Virginia, August 25, 1980
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J. F. McManus, Subdistrict Manager, Richlands, Virginia, called at 6 p.m.,
August 25, 1980, to inform the writer that two bump incidents occurred

the same day on the skip south section of the subject mine. An investigation
was made August 26, 1980, and members of the investigating party in addition
to the wrifer were Walter Browning, Chairman, Safety Committee; Phillip
Willis, District Inspector, Virginia Divisiocn of Mines and Quarries; Hearld

Shortridge, Mine Foreman; Cecil Keene, Section Foreman; and Charlie E. Walls,
Federal Inspector.

The incidents occurred about 4:25 a.m., and 1:15 p.m., along chain pillars

C and D (Sketches Nos. 1 and 2) near survey stations Nos. 3556 and 5567,
respectively. |

. The drilling and blasting crew composed of Ernie Van Dyke, Harliss Breeding,

and Raymond Clevinger, were assigned to drill and blast coal ribs along
pillar C to induce stress relief preparatory to wining. Holes were drilled
along one side without incident. At the instant of starting the first hele
on the outby rib (Sketch No. 1), the-outburst occurred affecting all sides |
and driving Breeding and Clevinger backward against the ceal rib. Breeding .

gustained minor arm bruises and Clevinger received minor leg bruises. No
blasting was done.

Cecil Keene and his production crew began work after an investigatien of

the bump area following which it was deemed safe to follow planned mining
sequence by completing the third cut started by the night shift on August 22,
1980, in D pillar (Sketch MNo. 2)., TFour shuttle cars of coal were loaded

and then there was a malfunction of the belt conveyor. Jimmie McGraw,
continuous-mining machine operator, was at the controls of the machine
(position unchanged when' the car was loaded) when the bump occurred. The
front of the machine was displaced about 5 feet and McGraw was thrown on

the floor. He sustained assorted bruises. The bump also displaced the

belt conveyor for about 50 feet outby the belt loading station.



The first two cuts mined in this pillar were prepared by volley firing.
Blasting did not induce any bumping; therefore, the consensus was that the
plllar was remote from the goaf and not likely to have the capability to
produce a violent effect. Although an orderly reduction of size of pillars
was being effected, the combination of factors including size, location
with respect to change in floor characteristics, proximity of inferior
plllars, and transfer of lecad by previously bumped pillars culminated in -
the outbursts., Failure to realize the true size of the pillar remnant and
deviating frem the practice of moving the continuous—-mining machine away

from the face after a shuttle car was loaded added to the seriousness of
the latter accident. :

Two meetings were held 'at the request of representatives of the United Mine
Workers of America regarding future mining plans im this area. Management
decided to abandon pillars designated E and F preparatory to installing a
pony belt and mining anothar set of chain and barrier pillars (Sketch No. 3).
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It was emphasized that mining of large chain pillars would necessitate
weakening well in advance of pressures induced by pillar recovery.

Persons participating in the subsequent investigations and/or conferences
were as follows:

. " "Beatrice Pocahontas Company

Leonard Mokwa : | ~ Mine Manager

Allen Williamson ‘Mine Superintendent
Cecil Keene Section Foreman

United Mine Workers of America

-John Kennedy. y President, District 28

Alonzo Mullins | | District Safety Coordinator

E. M. Long, Jr. Inspector

Harold Hartsock Inspecter

Walter Browning Thairman, Mine Safety Committee

" Virginia Division of Mines and Quarries

Lee Hughes Pistrict Inspéctnr (Roof Coutrol)

Lewls F. Wheatley District Inspector (Roof Control)
Phillip Willils Pistrict Inspector

Mine Safety and RHealth Administration

Charles E. McGraw Coal Mine Inspection Supervisor

Dewey C. Dunford : Coal Mine Inspector

Cloyd Blankenship Mining Engineer

S. E. Gaspersich Coal Mine Safety Specialist
Attachments

c¢c: Herschel H. Potter
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Beatrice Pocahontas Company

Keen Mountain, Buchanan County, Virgirs

Scale 1' = 100 Aupgust 25, 1980

- Sketch No. 1
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SKETCH OF NONFATAL COAL OUTBURST ACCII

Beatrice Mine (1.D. No. 44-00238)

Beatrice Pocahontas Company

Keen Mountain, Buchanan County, VITgl

Scale 1" = 100 August 25, 1980
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