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Legend:
(Not drawn to scale) '
A - Conveyor belt
B - Loading machine
- Shuttle car
-~ Five tubed overcast
- Shuttle car
Ventilation line curtain
- Continuous mining machine
-~ Coal outburst (bounce)

- Direction of outburst
. -~ Ventilation check curtain

Slopes Section 00C1-0

= ID YT OO
|

Repert of Underercend Coal Mine Investigation
Noninjurv Coal Mine Outburst (Bounce) Accident
L. S. Wood Mine (ID No. 05-00300)
Mid=Continent Rogowvreace, Inc,
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LQccurred in the 001-0 slope ctic Mid-Continent Resou

L. S. Wood Mine. The outburst occurred while the mining crew was attemptinc

T Imarsll meate in the worbkie- R

= Thee T Die NOo. w oslove. The accidens

. - - . . oy * - . : :.- Y F.'i -
r e m a : L & 1 ' PO . e o Ln | L W <l R GL h-’\."\-:d IﬁLL .l.Lﬂ - llk.l\.-
w

}?

Cempanyeticiars: Name ACCress

19. Presicent: John A, Reeves, Sr. P.0. Box 158, Carbaondale, CO 81473

an € ageiprancanr TOom Seontt P.0. Box 158, Carborndale, CO 21673

"- -Illﬂ-'i i wes L.

eTelalel- 1} RT1HY

21. Satsty Director: Rep Hendersen > N Rew 156

> N - iy - L | - -
v T e i e ™ _ ™ . 1*-0. & - {-\n ™~ Sy
.n = . N T : " R Vat PA N
‘ F h L | s -y _‘ — — . T‘-. . .l. - ‘ ] ‘!1. .n . ""_ ﬁ. . ‘-‘1‘ ‘ .- .'I‘ t . |.
- - - . - . - P . - [ - e ra ko d e e e Sl P e e S LR — vellln . 0 e o ol e - -
o
- o g iy e cr R il Rl = - = e o i, S - = - ulie S S Sl e m““‘-—_--#—.- .

24 Lrgrm3ne-M 28 -mm =y, NiChard Lane 0526 Hwv. 133. Carbondale, CC 81677
il tre® A e SRttt il o AL B AL X0 S

B A i el . s e v bpieiiogey. WV A~ = S Sl W o i . = e e o e S S WPt . W St Wil e - + Wi i e L ——— . I —— —




Commentary

On Tuesday, September 16, 1980, at 3:00 p.m., the 001-0 slopes section
crew under the supervision cf section foreman, Dan Mortensen, entered
the mine and traveled to the working section arriving about 3:30 p.m.
Mortensen conducted an examination of the section and then assigned
duties and worx locations to the crew. The mining crew began drilling
holes in the face of the No. 4 slope in order to volley fire it. After
the charge was detonated, an inspection of the face revealed no stress
had been relieved. The crew began cleaning up the shot down coal and
normal work activities continued until 9:15 p.m. At that time part of
the crew began to install posts in the face area while the rest of the
crew prepared to drill the face prior to vollev firing it again.
According to the section foreman, about 9:30 p.m. a sudden, loud noise
indicated a bounce was building and the crew ran out of the face area
toward the intake air entries and slopes. The noises and vibrations
"hit" fifteen or sixteen times resulting in a coal outburst (bounce).
The coal outburst blew out of the face and south rib at about a 34°
angle burving a portion of the ventilation line curtain. Dan Johnson,
loader operator, shut off the section power center as soon as he heard
the first loud noise. The methane gas content in the accident scene
and immediate return was in excess of 1.57%. After the dust cleared
and the section quieted down, Mortenson conducted an inspection of the
section, installed some ventilation line curtain, dangered off the
accident scene, and then informed hie suderiors of the occurrence.
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i. ine ccai outburst caused the withdrawal of miners and dis-
rupted regular mining activity for more than one hour.

2. The coal outburst affected ventilation.

3. High concentrations of methane gas were liberated during
and arter the outdurst.

Ao Afraevy the ocarthiean, rRo o apidthy nfF 2o ecrosscut measyred
30" 9". The height (roof to floor) measured from 10' 1" to zero
in a distance of 18' 5" (toe of the outburst toward the outburst.)
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5. The cutburst bilew out ¢ the face and south rib and stepred

just short orf the cutter head of the continuous mining machine.

6. The overburden in the slopes section is in excess of 2,000
feet in thickness. Due to this natural condition, extreme pressure
is exerted on the coalbed which creates severe rib sloughace

throughout the section and coal outbursts (bounces) are often
experienced during development operations.
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8. The solid coal face was being relieved of stress by the volley

firing method and had been volley fired approximately four hours prior
to the outburst according to the section foreman.

Findings of Fact

Evidence and findings of the investigation indicated there were mno
violations of Title 30 CFR which contributed to the occurrence of the
accident. However, a 107(a) order of withdrawal was issued because
of the presence of methane gas which was in excess of 1.5%.

Conclusion

The accident occurred because of the overburden which is in excess of
2000 feet in thickness and exerts extreme pressure on the coalbed.

Respectfully submitted,

L. 1
\A CE T \=tf

Lee H. Smith
Coal Mine Inspector
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APPENDIX

The investigation was conducted by the Mine Safety and Health

Administration and those persons present during the investigation
were:

Mid-Continent Resources, Inc. Officials

Tom Scott Superintendent
George Small Mine Foreman
Dewey King Section Foreman
Dan Mortensen Section Foreman

Mid-Continent Resources, Inc. Employees

Dennis Brown Representative of the Miners

Mine Safetv and Health Administration

Lee H. Smith Coal Mine Inspector



