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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
(Underground Coal Mine)
NONINJURY OUTBURST OF COAL ACCIDENT
Dutch Creek No. 2 Mine {(ID No. 05-00469)
Mid-Continent Resources, Inc.
‘Redstone, Pitkin County, Colorado
July 30, 1980 .
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" Abstract of Investigation US. Depariment of Labor (é .
. Mine Sa’‘ely and Health Agministration ))
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This repsvt 12 based on en 'in":nigutiun mede purtuunt to the Federnl Mine Satety and Health Act of 1977, .
ublic lav 91173, &g wwcnded Ly Iublic Law 95-104k,

Nuﬂinjury-ﬂuthurst

1. Titte otinvestigauen; _0f Coal

2. Date MESA investigation sarte: ___07/30/80

3. Reportreleasegate . ceptember 2, 1980
Dutch Creek No. 2

$. Dasdy progystion:

10. Suriacs empicyment

11, Undergrount smpieyment:

4. Ming: 12. Name of =aaided: Middle Bed

5. Mine D numper: __95'004?9 13. Thicknessotcoalded 76 inches

& Company}Mid-Continent Resources, Inc,
Redstnne, Pitkin Co., CO

7. Town, County, State

Phillip R. Gibson, Jr. '

4. Author(s);

T IO I A D Rt IR IO Ty | 15 Thiseperauen: 12.92

1§ Mine Sefety anc llealth Adsdnistration 6. Traimng program doproves: _____ N5/09/79
Coal Mine Meaith ang Satety Dietrict N9.: ' '

l ' Aggress: Drawer J, Price, UT 84501 l,_? Mine Profile Ratng: 677

On Wednesday, July 30 1980, at 9:30 a.m., an uutburst of coal accident

occurred in thE face area of the crosscut being driven from No. & slope to

No. 3> slope of the slope section. No personal injury or apparent damage to

machinery was suffered. The accident occurred because of the tremendous

pressure on the coal as a result nf'up to 2500 feet of overburden.

. - -, N . . % - N - - . - -
r : - . B i,
3&3!'0 4 =u ¥y il PSR RN BL B BN T - Lot i-'--#}r-"" "r .....i- T e Uy M T T LR ey Sy
e 0 . R 3 S it LI - Ry . .
4w e -. .ﬁ._ . . .!_.._ - e gl i - p - - - k] . - 'r " l'h-__rhl ﬁ ‘-lll = }i-.l.:"i‘i.‘ WA e e T "":'

-~

Csmpaay etticiais: Name Addres

19. Present . John A, Reevesg, Sr, P, 0O, Box 158, Carhondale, CO 81623
20. Superinteraen;_Max Wareham P.0. Box 158, Carbondale, CO 81623

21, Satety Direcrr: _Ron _Henderson P.0. Box 158, Carbondale, CO 81623 !

2t Priscpwe sthcer—Hg s _Max Wareham P.0. Box 158, Carbondale, CO 81623

73. Laber Orgsnization; _Redstone Workers Association, 0526 Hwy. 133, Carbondale, CO 81623
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24 Crairman=n L5 Commnee Richard Lane, 0526 Hwv. 133, Carbondale, CO 81623
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Cnmmentarz

On Wednesday, July 30, 1980, the slope section (071) crew under the supervision
of Elwmer Smallwood, mine foreman, entered the mine about 7:00 a.m. via manhoist.
Prior to energizing electrical equipment, examinations for methane were con-
ducted in the working places. Coal Production was begun at 8:15 a.m. in the
lower portion of the face of the crosscut being driven from No. 4 slope to No. §
slope. About 9:00 a.m., a small coal bounce oaccurred in this face which
resulted in mining activities being stopped to dilute about 1.2 per cent of
methane. After the methane was diluted, production resumed. The continuous
mining machine was moved to the upper portion of the face of the crosscut.

While loading the third shuttle car of coal from this side of the face, the
outburst occurred. The coal was displaced from the uphill rib of the crosscut,
pushed the continuous mining machine against the downhill rib, covered the
entire continuous mining machine except for 8 feet of the boom. The elec~
trical power was shut off and the men were removed to an area outby the

section loading point. The writer was at the mine to conduct a Spot Inspection
when the ocutburst occurred. The investigation was begun immediately.

Discussion and Evaluation

The investigation revealed the following factors relevant to the occurrence of
the outburst of coal:

l. The face of the crosscut was about 40 feet inby the centerline of No. 4
slope.

2. Ventilation was affected.

3. The outburst originated in the uphill rib and upper corner of the crosscut.
4. The outburst extended for about 33 feet outby the face.

5. There was coal displaced from the ribs for 300 feet northward and 300 feet
westward {outby).

6. The continuous mining machine was being operated by remote (cable) control.

/. No persomal injury was suffered. The continuous mining machine was covered
with coal except for about 8 feet of the boom,



Findings of Fact

The investigation did not reveal any violations of Title 30 CFR that
contributed to the occurrence of the accident.

Cngpluq;nn

The outburst occurred while extracting coal from a solid face.

Respectfully svbmitted,

oy

Phillip R. Gibson, Jr.

Approved by:

gg.]ensen L. Bishop

Subdistrict Manager
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The investigation was conducted by

APPENDIX

the Mine Safety and Health Administration

and those persons present during the investigation were:

Mid-Continent Resources, Inc., Officials

Max Wareham
Elmer Smaliwood
M. J. Turnipseed

Superintendent
Mine Foreman

Manager of Mines

Mid—-Continent Resources, Inc. Emplicyees

Henry Gray

Representative of Miners
Redstone Workers Association

Mine Safetv and Health Administration

Phillip R. Gibson, Jr.

Coal Mine Inspector



