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This repact 12 lased on osn Investipntion enmde purcusnt to the Federal Mine Satety mnd Heallh Act of Y77,
Fublic law 91-173, a3 wmetded by lublte Lawv 95-106h.

Noninjury Coal Mine
Outburst Accident

ENNEORMATIONEN

1. Tit's ol investiganon:

2. Date MESA inveshigation started: 04/15/83

I 3. Reponrelease gate. 05/10/83

9. Dy produclion: 1,500 Tons
10. Surtace empicyment: _?H._
1. Undergroung empioyment: 93

4 Mine: Dutch Creek No. 1

 Kame ! cnaibed: Coal Basin B

£ Mine 1D aumber; (5-00301 .

- 84 Inches
1. Thickness ol toalheg:

§. Company. _Mid-Continent Resources, Inc,

1. Town, County. State:

Redstone, Pitkin Co,

- Lyl ;1";::::::. -Iﬂ;_;k_ )
G agYe gy oot id s gt %
Co TARIE (oS

. Robert 1. Hupgins

9.95

14, Industny”

$. Author(s):

18 Mioe Safety and illealth Adodnistralion

15, This operation; 18.07 -

16, Traming program a5proved: ies

Coal Mine Heath and Sately Distrct Ne.:

Adaress: Drawer J, Price, Utah 84501

of. Mine Profile Rating:
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On Fridav, April 15, 1983,

at 11:00 a.m.,

an outburst of coal occurred in the

face of the 102 longwall section.

The accident occurred due to the Eyerhurden

R S

which is in excess of 2,000 feer.

No injuries or property damage were

sustained.

iSECTION:

P e i — Pl

Company officizlx:

12, Presxient

20. Supenniencent _ A1 Davis

21, Sa'ety Direclor Donald Ford

2. Prnciple ofticer—Has-Donald Ford

23. Lator Orpanlzation: None
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John A. Réeves P.0O. Box 980, Carbondale, CO 81623 I
P.0. Box 980, Carbondale, CO 81623 L
2.0. Box 980, Garbondale, CO 81623 ~
P.0. Box QSQJ_Q?rbUpdale. CQ 81623 _ _ I

24. Chairman—H &S CommiTler; N/A




Cnmmcntari

On Friday, April 15, 1983, the day shift mining crew, under the supervision of
Murray Aitken, section foreman, entered the mine and traveled to the 102
advancing longwall section, arriving about 7:30 a.m. Aitken examined the
section and assigned various work assignments to the crew. Regular work
commenced until the accident occurred at 11:00 a.m. Mike Jerome, shear
Operator, was cutting the face towards the tailgate when the coal outburst
occurred. The headgate cutting shear wheel of the Eickoff 300 LH shecar had
just reached the #39 shield when the outburst occurred. The coal outburst
pushed coal from the face of the advancing longwall for 80 inches out and a
length of 75 feet between #25 to #39. The coal layed at an angle of repose
from the roof to the top of the face conveyors spill plate. Charles Loveland
located at the headgate control starion stated that all electricity to the
longwall was deenergized as soon as he heard the first sounds of the outburst.
The longwall has two methane monitors, one sensor located at the last tailgarte
shield, and one in the 101 bleeder return entry. The power was deenergized by
Loveland before the methane sensors were activated. The occurrence was
reported promptly to MSHA inspector Robert L. Huggins by mine underground

communications at 11:05 a.m. on April 15, 1983, and an investigation was
started immediately.

Discussion and Evaluation

The investigation revealed the following factors relevant to the occurrence
of the coal outburst:

1. The force of the outburst coming from the face of the advancing

longwall face pushed loose coal approximately 80 inches filling the longwall x
face conveyor for 75 feet in length between shields #25 to #39.

2. The outburst of coal did affect ventilation.

3. This seam of coal has considerable overburden in excess of 2,000
feet.

4. The longwall face is approximately 800 feet long and is being
mined by the advancing longwall method and with the construction of pack
walls to obtain ventilation and haulage cntries.

5. The face had been volley fired in the area of the outburst.,

6. The coal outburst did disrupt the miners normal mining cvecle

for more than one hour due to the high concentration of methane.

Findings of Fact

Evidence and findings of the investigation indicated there were no violations
of Title 30 CFR which contributed to the occurrence of the accident. A 107{a)
imminent danger order was issued after the coal outburst due to the high
concentration of methane in excess of 5.0%.



Conclusion

Probable cause of the outburst of coal was a build up of pressures on the
longwall face due to overburden which is in excess of 2,000 feet,

Respectfully submitted,

e X 7. Zﬁ‘g‘“:ﬁ"
ﬁbert L. Buggins

Coal Mine Inspector

Approved by:

() Biday

Jensen L. Bishop
Subdistrict Manager
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APPENDIX

The investigation was conducted by the Mine Safety and Health Administration
and those persons furnishing information and/or present during the investigation
were:

Mid-Continent Resources, Inc. Officials

Donald Ford Satety Director
Allyn Davis Superintendent
Murray Aitken section Foreman

Mine Safety and Health Administration

Robert L. Hugeins Coal Mine Inspector



