
          Mi ning Fact s fo r 2000

1. A tot al of 14, 413 mining operation s reported employment to the Mine Safety and Health Adm inistration

(MSH A).  Nearly h alf (48.9% ) were sand  and grav el operations, followed  by stone (28 .5%), coal (14.7%),

nonmetal (5.7 %), and metal mines (2.1% ).
 

2. Mine operators r eported  240,0 00 full-time eq uivalent worker s1 (down 3.9% from 1999).   Independent

contr actor s rep orted  42,0 00 f ull-time  equivalent w orker s wor king on mine prope rty (u p 8.6 % fr om 1999). 

Coal operators ac counted fo r 26.8% of reporte d employee hours, fo llowed by stone operators (25.9%) and

sand and gravel oper ators (12.1% ).
 

3. Eighty-f our (84) work -rela ted mine fatali ties  occurred in  2000 compared to 90 the  year before.

• The mine fatality rate was 29.8 per 100,000 full-time equivalent workers compared to a fatality rate of

4.6 per 100,000 empl oyees for a ll private i ndustry.

• Thir ty-one  perc ent (31 %) of  the fa talities  occur red  in undergr ound work  area s, which account fo r only

17% of  total employme nt.

• Although t he largest  number of fat alit ies (28)  occurred among miners who work  for coal  operators , coal

contractor  employees had the h ighest fatality r ate (61.1 per 1 00,00 0 full-time equ ivalent worker s).
 

4. The re we re 10 ,839  nonfa tal lost- time in juries  report ed to  MSHA, occ urrin g at a rate  of 3. 8 inj uries  per 100

full- time equi valent  workers,  and result ing in a total  of 417,918 l ost workdays .2

• Among all employees,3 the highes t inj ury rate oc curred among coal operat or employees (5.6 nonfatal

injuries per  100 fu ll-time equivalent wor kers).

• The hig hest percentage (34.7%) of n onfat al lost- time  inj uries  were due to handling materi als (e.g., over-

exertion  in li fting,  pulling, or pushing ob jects) , which also accounted fo r the great est perce ntage of l ost

workda ys (29.3% ).

• Among the most frequently occurring injuries, the most severe (as measured by the median number of

days lost ) were associated wi th acci dents in volving fall s of ground,  the use o f powered haul age, and slips

or fall s.

• The most frequently reported part of the body injured was the back (22.9% of all injuries).  Back

injuries accou nted for th e highest p ercentag e of lost workd ays (21.6%).
 

5. Seven hundred sixty-seven (767) cases of  occupational illness were re porte d to MSHA.

• The  most f requ ently r epor ted illne ss was rep etitive  traum a, resu lting in jo int, tend on, or muscle

inflamma tion or irritation (3 7.3%).

• There were 155 (20.2%) ill nesses reported as heari ng loss.  The majorit y (68.4%) of hearing l oss cases

occurred among surface workers .

• Coal workers' pneumoc oniosis accounted for 14.5% of rep orted il lnesses.
                                                                                        

1 Computed using reporte d employee hours (2,000 ho urs = 1 fu ll-time equ ivalent  worker) ; excludes office workers.
2

Includes actual days away from work and/ or days of restricted work activ ity; for permanent ly disabling injuries only, statutory
days charge d by MSHA were  used if they exc eeded the total los t workdays. 

3 Includes employees of Coal, Metal, Nonmeta l, Stone, and Sand and Gravel operators and C oal and Metal/Nonmet al independent
contract ors.
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