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118th ANNUAL MEETING 

October  21 & 22, 2004 
Hilton Garden Inn - Southpointe 

Canonsburg , PA  
 

Registration Deadline 
October  18, 2004 

2004 Annual Joint Meeting 
SME/PCMIA 

7:15 AM to 8:30 AM  Registration (Foyer) 
 
8:30 AM to 9:15 AM  Opening Session (Parlor B/C/D) 
   Moderator: Dr. Jürgen Brune, Chairperson, 
   SME - Pittsburgh Section 
 
Keynote Address:   
   Dr. Stanley C. Suboleski, Commissioner,  
   Federal Mine Safety & Health Review Commission  
 
9:20 AM to 10:50 AM  Technical Session  No. 1:  
Mine Emergency Response Planning, Preparedness 
and Mine Rescue   
   Session Chairpersons:  Dr. Jeffery H. Kravitz, MSHA,    
   and John G. Kovac, NIOSH  
 
Remote Mine Seal Construction by Thomas A. Gray, 
   Engineering Manager, GAI Consultants, Inc. 
 
The Dotiki Mine Fire by Len Fry, Senior Technical  
   Professional, Halliburton Energy Services 
 
Mine Emergency Preparedness by William Tolliver, 
   Manager of Safety, CONSOL Energy, Inc. 
 
10:50 AM to 11:00 AM BREAK   
 
11:00 AM to 12:30 PM  Technical Session 2:   
New Technology in Mining   
   Session Chairpersons:  Joseph Sbaffoni, PA DEP, and 
   Steven J. Luzik, MSHA 
 
Underground Data Network Infrastructure by  
   Thomas Prokop, Supervisor, IT Site Support,  
   CONSOL Energy, Inc. 
 
Use of Ground Penetrating Radar for Locating 
Abandoned Mines by William D. Monaghan,  
   Electrical Engineer, and Michael A. Trevits, Research 
   Physical Scientist, NIOSH 
 
New Technology Projects to Improve Mine Safety by 
   Harry C. Verakis, General Engineer, MSHA/Approval 
   & Certification Center 
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Thursday - October 21, 2004 

Continued 

12:30 PM to 2:30 PM  
PCMIA Student Luncheon  (Parlor A)  
   Moderator: Dr. Kelvin K. Wu,          
   President, PCMIA 
 
Address to Students: Clean Coal - Generation 
of Electricity: A Story Worth Telling 
   Colin M. Kelly, Vice President, Peabody  
   Energy, and  President, Prairie State Generating 
   Company, LLC  
 
PCMIA Awards Presentation  
   John Murphy, Research Professor, University of  
   Pittsburgh, and Chairperson, PCMIA Awards  
   Committee 
 
Stephen McCann Educational  
   Excellence Award 
 
Donald S. Kingery Student Award 
 
PCMIA/SME Student Design Award 
 
PCMIA/SME Regional Science Fair    
   Award Winner 
          
2:30 PM to 3:00 PM 
PCMIA Business Meeting (Parlors B/C/D) 
   Dr. Kelvin K. Wu, President, PCMIA 
    
3:15 PM to 4:15 PM (Parlors B/C/D) 
Student Technical Session:  
West Virginia University and The Pennsylvania  
State University SME Student Chapter  
“Report of Activities” 
 
Presentation of the Senior Mining Project by 
the Gold Award Winning Team 
 
4:15 PM to 5:00 PM (Parlor B/C/D) 
SME/PCMIA STUDENT RECEPTION:   
   Meet Art Schweizer, President of SME 
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Friday - October 22, 2004 

7:15 AM to 8:30 AM  Registration (Foyer) 
 
8:30 AM to 9:15 AM  
Opening Session (Parlors B/C/D)  
   Session Moderator:  Dr. Kelvin Wu, PCMIA  
   President 
 
Keynote Address:   
   Rita Bajura, Director, U.S. Department of Energy,  
   National Energy Technology Laboratory 
 
9:30 AM to 10:30 AM 
Technical Session No. 3:   
Factors in Longwall Operation  
   Session  Chairpersons:  Dan Alexander, WVU, 
   and Dr. Kelvin K. Wu, MSHA 
  
Design of Gas Well Pillars in Longwall Gateroads 
   by Dr. Khaled Morsey and Dr. Keith Heasley, 
   West Virginia University 
 
Longwall Mining Subsidence Impact on  
Interstates 70 and 79 by David J. Whitlatch,  
   Engineer, Pennsylvania Department of  
   Transportation,  District 12 
 
10:30 AM to 10:45 AM BREAK 
 
10:45 AM to 12:15 PM  
Technical Session No. 3 (Continued) 
Factors in Longwall Operation  
 
Well Ownership Issues Prior to Plugging by  
   Sharon O. Flanery, Attorney-at-Law,  
   Steptoe & Johnson, PLLC 
 
Plugging Wells for Mine Through by  
   Duane Yost, President, Gene D. Yost and Son, Inc.  
    
Mitigation of Longwall Subsidence on a Guyed 
Steel Tower by Dr. Yi Luo, West Virginia  
   University  
  

12:30 PM to 2:30 PM 
SME Luncheon  (Parlor A) 
   Moderator: Dr. Jürgen Brune, Chairperson, 
   SME-Pittsburgh  Section 
 
Luncheon Address:  
   Art Schweizer, President of SME 
 
SME - Pittsburgh Section Business Meeting 
   Dr. Jürgen Brune, Chairperson, 
   SME-Pittsburgh Section 
 
    Student Grant Awards by Dr. Kelvin K. Wu, 
      MSHA 
 
    25-Year SME Member Recognition 
 
    50-Year SME Member Recognition 
 
    Pittsburgh Section Distinguished Member    
    Award by Dick Gray, GAI Consultants, Inc. 
 
   John T. Boyd Young Engineer Award 
 
   Appreciation Awards    
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ADVANCED REGISTRATION 

PLEASE  MAIL BEFORE  
OCTOBER  18,  2004 
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PCMIA 12th Annual  

Friday Night-at-the-Races 
Meadowlands Race Track 

 
NOTE:  NEW TIME THIS YEAR! 

 
First Race Post Time: 4:00 PM 

 
Vendors Reception: 6:00 PM   

 
Buffet Dinner: 7:00 PM  

 

 
Friday - October 22, 2004 

Continued 


