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Youth on U.S. Farm Operations

Agriculture continues to rank as one of the
most hazardous industries.

Youth are exposed to hazards while living,
working on, or visiting farms.

In 2001, there were approximately 1.9 million

farms in the U.S., with an estimated 1,075,759
youth living in these farm households.

Between 1995 and 2000, the annual injury
fatality rate for youth on farm operations
was 9.3 fatalities per 100,000 youth.

In 2001, the non-fatal injury rate for youth
who reside on or are hired to work on U.S.
farms was 1,270 injuries per 100,000 farm
youth.

Household Youth
on U.S. Farm Operations, 2001

Household farm youth comprise all youth 0-19
years of age who live on U.S. farms and include
working and non-working youth.

An estimated 1,075,759 youth lived on U.S. farm
operations in 2001:

16,851 were injured
(16 injuries per 1,000 household youth);

10-15 year olds had the highest injury rate
(21 injuries per 1,000 household youth);

5,807 injuries occurred while working on the
farm (10 injuries per 1,000 working household
youth);

10-15 year olds experienced the highest rate
of injury while doing farm work

(11 injuries per 1,000 household youth).

Non-Fatal Injuries: Household Youth
on U.S. Farm Operations, 2001

The most common sources for the 16,851
non-fatal injuries to household youth on US
farm operations were:
e Floors, walkways, ground (27%);
o Person, animals, plants, minerals (22%);
e Vehicles (18%).
The most common types of injury were:

o Broken bone, fracture (32%);
e Cut, laceration (17%);
e Bruise, contusion (10%).
The body parts most commonly injured were:

e Arm (16%);

e Hand, wrist, fingers (16%);
e Foot, ankle, toes (16%);

e Head, skull (13%);

e Leg (10%).

Fatal Injuries Among Youth on
U.S. Farm Operations, 1995-2000

e The majority of deaths to youth on farm
operations were due to machinery (25%),
motor vehicles (17%), and drowning (16%).

e An estimated 695 youth died on US farms and
most fatalities occurred to youth 16-19 years of
age.

/Youth who reside and work on farms are
exposed to potentially dangerous farm
hazards more frequently than other
youth. Understanding how to create a
safe farm environment is important for
farm operators and their families.
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