
          

      

    

  

  

    

   

     

 

These are specimens that are acceptable for Pneumonia 2 and 3 

Quantitative culture from minimally contaminated LRT specimen 

Obtained with or without bronchoscope
 

Bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL)
 

Protected specimen brushing
 

Lung par en kai’ma 

Open lung biopsy specimens 

Immediate post-mortem specimens obtained by transthoracic or 

transbronchial biopsy 
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This is an example of a completed PNEU form for a PNU2 VAP event. This 

information can be entered into the NHSN Reporting application. 
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For each identified VAP, you can list up to 3 pathogens (in rank order of 

importance.) For each pathogen, complete the information about the antimicrobial 

susceptibility. Although only certain bug-drug combinations are required, you can 

list up to 20 drugs with their associated susceptibilities 
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Using the denominator form that is appropriate for the location, at the same time 

each day, someone on the monitored unit records the number of patients and the 

number of patients on ventilators on that unit. 
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This is the denominator form that is used for collecting denominators for an ICU or 

other non-NICU/SCA location, showing the appropriate columns for recording 

patient days and patients using ventilators. The numbers are totaled at the end of 

the month and entered into the NHSN internet application. 
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Denominators in the NICU are collected by birthweight category – again, at the 

same time each day 

# patients on ventilators and # patients (i.e., patient days) 
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This is the formula that is used to calculate the VAP rate for a given unit. In the 

NICU, this is calculated separately for each birthweight category. 
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The Device Utilization Ratio gives us a measure of how much ventilators are used 

on a given unit and there are DU ratios available in the NNIS/NHSN Report that you 

can use for comparison. The DU ratio is calculated by dividing the number of 

ventilator days by the number of patient days. There is no multiplier used for this. 
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This an example of VAP Analysis that was performed in NHSN. This is a VAP Rate 

Analysis for a specific time period of your choice. The analysis documents the units 

being monitored (click), the number of VAPs on the unit, the number of ventilator or 

device days, the calculated VAP rate for each unit, the NNIS/NHSN VAP pooled 

mean for comparison the Central Line Device Utilization Ratio for that unit and the 

NNIS/NHSN DU rate for comparison 
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