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We said that the definition of a CAUTI was a UTI that occurs in a patient who had 
an indwelling urethral urinary catheter in place within the 48­hour period before the 
onset of the UTI. Therefore, patients that did not have such a catheter cannot 
meet the definition of a CAUTI. They may develop a HA UTI, but it will not be a 
catheter­associated UTI (CAUTI). 

This means that the only NHSN criteria that are catheter­associated are: 1a, 2a, 
and, if there is has been a catheter in place in the required time period, criteria 3, 
4, and ABUTI. 

As the footnote indicates, the CDC criteria 1b and 2b, and the NHSN specific event 

Other UTI (or OUTI), are not associated with indwelling urinary catheters and, 

therefore, are not used to identify CAUTIs and cannot be used in CAUTI rate 

analysis. 

20 



21 



           

              

          

Denominators for CAUTI are collected much like they are for other monitored 

devices. For all locations (other than NICU), at the same time each day, the 

number of patients and the number of patients with indwelling urinary catheters are 

recorded 
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            This is the formula that is used to calculate the CAUTI rate for a given unit.
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The Device Utilization Ratio gives us a measure of how much urinary catheters are 

used on a given unit The DU ratio is calculated by dividing the number of ventilator 

days by the number of patient days. 
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This an example of CAUTI Analysis that was performed in NHSN. This is a CAUTI 

Rate Analysis for a specific time period of your choice. The analysis documents the 

units being monitored, the number of CAUTIs on the unit, the number of indwelling 

cath or device days, the calculated CAUTI rate for each unit , the NNIS/NHSN 

CAUTI pooled mean for comparison the Indwelling Catheter Utilization Ratio for that 

unit and the NNIS/NHSN DU rate for comparison 
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