
       

 
 

                   

                                 
                                       

                

                                
                      

                              
                         

                 
                                  

                                   
                                     
                                 

         
                                  

                             
                               

                             
                                   

                             
                           

                 
                              

                
   

                            
                         

                 
   

   

November 2011 

Using the “SIR ‐ CLAB Data for CMS IPPS” Output Option 

The NHSN Analysis Output Option, “SIR ‐ CLAB Data for CMS IPPS” was created in order to allow facilities 
to review those data that would be submitted to CMS on their behalf. It’s important to keep in mind the 

following as you begin to use this report: 

a. These data will only be submitted for those facilities that are participating in the CMS IPPS 

Hospital IQR Program, as indicated by their CCN recorded in NHSN. 
b. This report will only include in‐plan CLABSI data for each adult, pediatric, and neonatal ICU 

beginning with 2011 data. Other locations/earlier years for which you may have reported 

CLABSI data will not be included in this output. 
c. This output option represents an SIR for each hospital, not each CCN. If your hospital shares a 

CCN, this SIR will only represent the data that your hospital has contributed to the overall SIR for 
all hospitals that share the CCN. You may wish to use the Group feature in NHSN to obtain a 

single SIR for all the hospitals that share a CCN. More information about the Group feature can 

be found here: http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/library.html#group . 
d. The data in this report will represent data current as of the last time you generated datasets. 

Note that data in the QualityNet Dashboard are not updated simultaneously with your data in 

NHSN. Data changes made in NHSN will be reflected in the next monthly submission to CMS. 
EXCEPTION: Quarterly data are frozen as of the final submission date for that quarter (e.g., 
2011Q1 data were frozen as of 1am on August 16th); any changes made to these data in NHSN 

after the final submission deadline will not be reflected in later months on the QualityNet 
dashboard. If you have specific questions about the data appearing on your APU dashboard, 
please contact your QIO or the QIOSC at hrpqiosc@iaqio.sdps.org. 

e. To learn more about the standardized infection ratio (SIR), including how it is calculated for 
CLABSI data, please see the SIR Newsletter at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/PDFs/Newsletters/NHSN_NL_OCT_2010SE_final.pdf . 

f. The information in this document should be used in conjunction with the document, “Helpful 
Tips for CLABSI Reporting for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ Hospital 
Inpatient Quality Reporting Program (CMS Reporting Program)”, available at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/PDFs/HelpfulTips_CLABSI_Reporting.pdf . 
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Novemberr 2011 

Example oof the “SIR – CLAB Data foor CMS IPPS” : Interpretatiion and Data Checking 

Before runnning this outtput option, rremember to generate youur datasets foor the most upp‐to‐date datta 

reported tto NHSN by y our facility! TTo generate ddatasets, go too Analysis > GGenerate Dat a Sets, then cclick 

“Generatee New”. 

1.	 After selectingg Analysis > O utput Optionns, navigate thhrough the foollowing foldeers: Advancedd > 

Suummary‐leveel Data > CDC‐‐Defined Outpput. Click “Ruun” next to “SSIR – CLAB Daata for CMS IPPPS”, 
ass shown belo w: 

2.	 Byy default, thee results will aappear in an HHTML windoww. If a secondd window doees not pop‐upp, 
please be suree to check youur pop‐up bloocker and allo ow pop‐ups fr rom *.cdc.govv. 

WWithin the outtput, there w ill be 4 tabless, each descri bed below: 

i. SIRR CLAB Data ffor CMS IPPS – By OrgID 

Thhe first table rrepresents ann overall, singgle SIR for youur facility, perr calendar‐year 
quuarter, as sho wn below. Thhis is the inforrmation that will be subm itted to CMS for 
eaach IPPS‐participating facil ity, as indicatted by the faccility’s CCN. 
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Novemberr 2011 

Nootice that thee SIR will not bbe calculated if the numbeer of expectedd infection 

(numExp) is <1.. Using the a bove table, o one can concluude the followwing: 

a.	 Thiis facility idenntified 3 CLABBSIs (infCountt) among 205 7 central linee days 
(nuumCLDays) duuring the 1st qquarter of 20111 (2011Q1). 

b.	 Thee number of CCLABSIs expe ected (numEx p), based on national dataa, was 
3.5535. 

c.	 Thee overall SIR ffor this facilityy during this time period i is 0.849, indiccating 

thaat this facility observed ap proximately 115% fewer infections thaf nn 

exppected. 
d.	 Bassed on the p‐value (SIR_p val) and the 995% confidennce interval 

(SIRR95CI), the SI R for this fac ility is not staatistically diffeerent from 1,, 
inddicating that tthere were noot significantl ly fewer infecctions identifi ed 

thaan were expe cted. 

ii. SIRR CLAB Data ffor CMS IPPS – By OrgID/LLocation Typee 

Thhe second tabble provides a n SIR for eachh quarter andd location typpe (e.g., ICU, 
NICU). “ICU‐OTTHER” in this ttable will rep resent all aduult and pediattric ICUs withh 

reported in‐pla n CLABSI dataa during eachh time period ; NICU will in clude all leveel 2/3 

annd level 3 neoonatal ICUs wiith reported iin‐plan CLABSSI data duringg each time 

peeriod. 
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Novemberr 2011 

Thhe data in thiss table can bee interpreted similar to thee first SIR tab le, described 

abbove. Note th at this table wwill allow youu to see the h ow many CLAABSIs and devvice 

daays were repoorted in each location typee, as defined bby CDC. 

iii. SIRR for CLAB Daata for CMS IPPPS – By OrgI ID/CDC Locattion Code 

Thhe third table provides an SSIR for each qquarter and CCDC location ((e.g., adult 
meedical ICU, peediatric mediccal/surgical ICCU). Note thaat if your facil ity reports daata 

for more than oone location oof the same CCDC type (for example, 2 mmedical ICUs) , 
these locationss will be groupped into one SIR in this tabble. 
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Novemberr 2011 

iv. SIRR for CLAB Daata for CMS IPPPS – By OrgI ID/Location 

Thhe fourth tabl e provides ann SIR for eachh quarter and individual lo cation withinn your 
faccility. This is aalso the only ttable that willl allow you too see how maany months oof 
daata are includ ed in each loccation’s quartterly SIR. 

Foor example, loooking at the CMICU locatiion below, wee can see tha t the “monthhs” 
coolumn shows a value of 2, iindicating thaat only 2 monnths of data hhave contribu ted 

to the quarterlyy SIR for this location. Thiss will indicatee that the SIRss in this outpuut 
opption are incoomplete and aadditional datta checking iss needed. 
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Novemberr 2011 

3.	 WWhat can be ddone if data a re incompletee, as in the CMMICU examp le above, or i f the numberr of 
innfections or c entral line daays is incorrecct? 

i.	 Check that the summmary data foor this locatio n have been entered for eeach month inn the 

quarteer. This includdes central linne days and p atient days. 
ii.	 If sum mary data haave been enteered, double‐‐check your mmonthly reporrting plan for each 

monthh in the quart er. Check to mmake sure th at each locat ion is includeed in your moonthly 

reportting plan, withh the CLABSI box checked.. 
iii.	 If the nnumber of inffections is lesss than you reeported and yyou’ve confirmed that the m 

summary data havee been entereed in‐plan, doouble check thhe BSI eventss in NHSN: if 
centraal line is enterred as “No”, tthe event is not consideredd a CLABSI annd will not ap pear 
in this report. Note that you cann edit the eve nt with the coorrect informmation. 

REMEMBER: Iff you have maade any changges to your d ata, regeneraate your dataasets in order to 

reeview your ouutput optionss with the moost up‐to‐datee data in NHS N. 
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