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	Developing Immunization information Systems

	What is the public health issue?

	In 2005, 20 percent of the nation’s two year-olds were not fully up-to-date on immunizations, placing them and others at risk of vaccine-preventable diseases.  Public health officials cannot easily predict which communities are at risk for out​breaks of vaccine-preventable diseases.  Because about 23 percent of U.S. children change healthcare providers by age two years and/or they receive immunizations from more than one provider, incomplete records are scattered among different providers resulting in both redundant and insufficient vaccination.  Immunization information systems are needed that can eas​ily and accurately track immunization coverage.  

	What has cdc accomplished? 



CDC continues to fund immunization information systems sentinel sites that promote the population-based analysis of IIS data for assessment, surveillance, and immunization program evaluation. Funds are used by the sites in a variety of ways, including developing data quality improvement initiatives and calculating estimates of immunization coverage levels. These coverage estimates have been used at the national level to monitor the impact of vaccine shortages, most notably during the 2003–04 influenza vaccination season. To continue to expand national IIS activities, NIP invited eligible state registries to apply for funds and develop either a capacity building IIS site, aimed at improving IIS data quality and providing support for routine analysis of IIS data, or an implementation IIS site, aimed at performing numerous statistically-based, population-based assessments among children up to 18 years of age.

	To assist grantees in developing standardized operational procedures in the immunization information systems, AIRA, in collaboration with CDC, used a consensus-based approach to develop guidelines on the management of the “Vaccine Level Deduplication guidelines”. It is expected that these guidelines will aid systems in the adoption of common practices for determining patient vaccination status, and promote consistent use of definitions and rules of operations, thus improving data quality and usefulness of registry information


	What are the next steps?

	The goal of immunization information systems is to generate data to support clinical decision-making by providers and to support immunization program efforts to provide strong leadership, sound decisions, effective priorities, and strong program accountability.                                                                                                                                              
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