National Center for Injury Prevention and Control (NCIPC or CDC Injury Center) Update: March – April 2007
The purpose of this Listserv Update is to keep NCIPC’s partners and colleagues informed about the Center’s programs, research, and initiatives. The current Listserv Update highlights:

· CDC’s Role in New Vehicle Telematics Triage Initiative

· Evaluating Youth Violence Prevention in Elementary Schools
· Preventing Child Sexual Abuse Within Youth-serving Organizations
· Recent Publications, Meetings and Presentations Involving NCIPC
We welcome your input and response to these updates.
CDC’s Role in New Vehicle Telematics Triage Initiative

CDC’s Injury Center, in partnership with the CDC and GM Foundations, is undertaking a new initiative in the area of acute injury response. CDC recently received a $250,000 grant to develop procedures that will help emergency medical responders better and more quickly determine if a motorist needs care at a trauma center after a vehicle crash. This groundbreaking initiative in the field of acute care and emergency response supports CDC’s “Healthy Places” goal of Healthy Travel and Recreation. 

Lead by the Injury Center’s Division of Injury Response, CDC will bring together an interdisciplinary team of experts to determine how new advances in motor vehicle technology can help get crash victims to the right health care facility in time. This expert panel of emergency physicians, trauma surgeons, public safety experts, vehicle safety experts, public health professionals, EMS providers, and 911 responders, will focus on using data from vehicle telematics and Advanced Automatic Crash Notification (AACN) to build a real-time information system that will help triage severely injured persons to the right medical facility.
Vehicle telemetry systems, such as OnStar, use sensors to collect and send crash data to an advisor if the vehicle is involved in a moderate or severe front, rear or side-impact crash. Advisors can relay this information to emergency dispatchers helping them to quickly determine the appropriate combination of emergency personnel, equipment and medical facilities needed.

“Providing emergency responders with vehicle crash information may help them make the appropriate field triage decisions, so crash victims can get to the right type of health care facility at the right time,” said Dr. Richard Hunt director of the Division of Injury Response at CDC’s Injury Center. 
This new protocol has the potential to positively impact patient outcomes by improving field triage. Triaging crash victims to the right level of care faster promises to result in decreases in injuries and disabilities as well as increases in numbers of lives saved. CDC’s Injury Center and the Division of Injury Response are excited to begin to explore new technologies to improve our nation’s acute care capabilities.
( For more information on the Division of Injury Response and CDC’s acute injury care research, visit: http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/dir/dir.htm. 
Evaluating Youth Violence Prevention in Elementary Schools
Working towards CDC’s goal of Healthy Schools, CDC’s Injury Center and the U.S. Department of Education’s Institute for Education Sciences (IES) are collaborating on a multi-program evaluation of school-based youth violence prevention programs. The Social and Character Development (SACD) Research Program evaluates elementary school-based interventions that intend to prevent problem behaviors predictive of later engagement in violence, that promote socio-emotional health, and that improve school climate.

Through this partnership, the Injury Center’s Division of Violence Prevention is working to provide educators and school administrators with sound evidence to assist in the selection of social and character development research programs. Evidence of the effectiveness of these prevention strategies remains limited, so results of this partnership will help educators make effective choices about which programs to adopt.
The SACD Research Program, initiated in 2003, tracks the development of a 3rd grade cohort of children from Fall 2004 to Spring 2007 in 96 schools across six states. The program utilizes seven IES cooperative agreements and an evaluation contractor to assess the efficacy of seven school-based programs. At each site, 12 to 18 schools have been randomized to either implement a school-wide program utilizing character education, violence prevention, social-emotional learning, and/or behavior management strategies, or to continue with standard educational practice. As each of the sites implement programs and carries out complementary studies, the national evaluation team engages in consistent data collection across sites.
( For more information on the Social and Character Development Research Program, visit: www.sacdprojects.net. 
Preventing Child Sexual Abuse Within Youth-serving Organizations
Organizations that work with children and youth must strive to create safe environments for youth, employees, and volunteers so that young people can grow, learn, and have fun. It is vital that youth-serving organizations create a culture where child sexual abuse is discussed, addressed, and prevented.
CDC’s Injury Center has developed Preventing Child Sexual Abuse Within Youth-serving Organizations: Getting Started on Policies and Procedures to assist youth-serving organizations as they begin to adopt prevention strategies for child sexual abuse. The guide identifies six key components of child sexual abuse prevention for organizations:
· Screening and selecting employees and volunteers

· Guidelines on interactions between individuals

· Monitoring behavior

· Ensuring safe environments

· Responding to inappropriate behavior, breaches in policy, and allegations and suspicions of child sexual abuse

· Training in child sexual abuse prevention
The guide includes prevention goals and critical strategies for each component. Suggestions for addressing challenges and tools to help organizations get started are also provided.

( To view or download this publication as a PDF, visit: http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/dvp/PreventingChildSexualAbuse.pdf
Recent Publications, Meetings and Presentations Involving NCIPC
(Non-CDC Injury Center names are in italics.)
Journal Publications

Date: April 19, 2007
Publication: Injury Prevention (Vol. 13, No. 2, pp. 130-132)
Title: “U.S. Data Show Sharply Rising Drug-induced Death Rates”
Authors: Len Paulozzi, MD, MPH; J. Lee Annest, PhD
Substantial numbers of deaths are related to disease and injury resulting from use of drugs, alcohol, and firearms worldwide. The authors compare the death rates associated with these exposures to the death rates from motor vehicle crashes in the United States from 1979 through 2003 by race. Among whites, drug-induced death rates rose sharply after 1990 and passed deaths involving alcohol and firearms in 2001 and 2002 respectively. Among African Americans, drug-induced deaths passed alcohol-induced deaths for the first time in 1999.

Date: April 2007
Publication: Public Health Reports (Vol. 122, No. 2, pp. 224-31)
Title: “Prevalence of Residential Smoke Alarms and Fire Escape Plans in the U.S.: Results from the Second Injury Control and Risk Survey (ICARIS-2)”

Authors: Michael F. Ballesteros, PhD; Marcie-jo Kresnow, MS
This paper uses ICARIS-2 data to estimate the proportion of U.S. homes with installed smoke alarms and fire escape plans and the frequency of testing home smoke alarms and of practicing the fire escape plans. The data showed that 95% of surveyed households reported at least one installed smoke alarm and 52% had a fire escape plan. The prevalence of alarms varied by educational level, income, and the presence of a child in the home. Only 15% tested their alarms once a month and only 16% of homes with an escape plan reported practicing it every six months. While smoke alarm prevalence in U.S. homes is high, only half of homes have a fire escape plan. Additional emphasis is needed on testing of installed smoke alarms and on preparedness for fire escape plans.

Book Chapters
Date: April 2007
Book: Traffic Safety Culture in the United States: The Journey Forward
David Sleet, PhD, Bella Dinh-Zarr, PhD, and Ann Dellinger, PhD, wrote a chapter on “Traffic Safety in the Context of Public Health and Medicine,” for a compendium on safety culture published by the American Automobile Association (AAA) Foundation for Traffic Safety. This comprehensive manual will provide the fundamentals for understanding how to develop a culture of safety – in which people hold and express beliefs and attitudes that value vehicle, driving, and pedestrian safety. In reframing road traffic injury, prevention is viewed as a social and cultural issue. The compendium of 23 chapters highlights international programs, case studies, communications strategies, and organizational and behavior change strategies that will benefit practitioners and researchers and provide a platform for AAA to exert leadership in promoting a culture of safety for motor vehicle injury prevention nationwide.

MMWR Articles

Date: March 2, 2007
Title: “Incidence Rates of Hospitalization Related to Traumatic Brain Injury—9 States, 2003”
Authors: Victor Coronado, MD, MPH; Karen Thomas, MPH; Scott Kegler, PhD

This article presents the results of the CDC TBI surveillance system for the year 2003, which indicate that an estimated 28,819 persons (87.9 per 100,000 population) were hospitalized with a TBI-related diagnosis in the nine states that reported data. Rates varied substantially by state and were higher among males. The leading causes of hospitalizations were unintentional motor vehicle-traffic incidents (MV-T; includes drivers, passengers, pedestrians, motorcyclists, and bicyclists), unintentional falls, and assaults. The reported findings underscore the need for states to continue monitoring the occurrence, external causes, and risk factors for TBI and to design and implement effective injury prevention programs.

Meetings and Presentations

Date: April 23-27, 2007

Event: Second UN Road Safety Stakeholders Forum and First United Nations Youth Assembly for Road Safety
David A. Sleet, Ph.D., Associate Director for Science, Division of Unintentional Injury Prevention attended the Second UN Road Safety Stakeholders Forum in the UN Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland. The Assembly is modeled on the format of the UN General Assembly or World Health Assembly, involving delegations of young people from many countries. Delegates had the opportunity to hear from road safety experts and create their own solutions. Dr. Sleet also attended the UN Road Safety Stakeholders Forum and Global Road Safety Film Awards in Geneva, and the RoadPeace 2007 training programme in Solothurn, Switzerland. These activities are part of the first Global Road Safety Week focusing on youth – part of planned activities to implement recommendations of the 2004 WHO/World Bank World Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention.
Date: April 18, 2007

Event: Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) Conference (Atlanta, GA)

Joseph Logan, PhD; Rebecca Leeb, PhD; and Lawrence Barker, PhD presented a paper entitled Mental Distress and Behaviors Among Male and Female Physically Abused High-Risk 7th Grade Youths – School District A, U.S., 2004. Joseph Logan, PhD; Debra Karch, PhD; and Alex Crosby, MD, MPH presented a poster entitled Homicide Surveillance: Consistency and Comprehensiveness of Multiple-source Documentation – United States, 2003-2004.

Date: April 16-21, 2007

Meeting: 16th National Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect (Portland, OR)

Linda Anne Valle, PhD, and Sandra Alexander, MEd will present a paper entitled, Using Current Research to Enhance Your Parent Training Program. Sandra Alexander, MEd will present a paper entitled, Moving Toward More Effective Prevention Planning and Decision Making: Increasing the Capacity, Leadership, Collaboration and Effectiveness of Three National Organizations to Prevent Child Abuse.

Date: April 17, 2007

Meeting: Transforming Fall Prevention Practices Conference (Clearwater, FL)

Judy A Stevens, PhD presented Fall Prevention at CDC—Moving from Research to Practice, and participated on the Patient Safety Center's Expert Panel to update the VISN 8 Patient Safety Center’s Research Agenda on Reduction of Risk, Falls and Injurious Falls.
Date: April 16, 2007

Meeting: Community Based Child Abuse Prevention/Promoting Safe and Stable Families Grantee Meeting (Portland, OR)

Sandra Alexander, MEd and Janet Saul, PhD presented a paper entitled, The Interface of Science and Action: CDC’s Child Maltreatment Prevention Activities.
Date: April 12-15, 2007

Event: The Atlanta Home Show “Safe Home for Life” Pavilion

The 2007 Spring Atlanta Home Show featured the “Safe Home for Life Pavilion” at the Georgia World Congress Center. The pavilion included a variety of interactive displays, including a new and informative exhibit area that includes models of rooms that are designed for safety and to easily adapt to people’s changing needs throughout their lifetimes. CDC’s Injury Center exhibited at the Home Show pavilion exhibit area. Christine Branche, PhD; Richard Hunt, M.D.; Grant Baldwin, PhD; John Hemphill, and Kelly Sarmiento, MPH, attended the event.

Date: March 28, 2007

Meeting: Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Automotive Dialogue Road Safety Summit (Adelaide, Australia)

Richard C. Hunt, MD, FACEP participated with speakers from the World Health Organization and World Bank to address road traffic safety as a major public health and development challenge. Dr. Hunt discussed the role of emergency response in road safety.

Date: March 25-27, 2007
Conference: Lifesavers National Conference on Highway Safety Priorities (Chicago, IL)

Arlene Greenspan DrPH, MPH, moderated a session on teen traffic safety. David Wallace, MSEH, moderated a session on best practices to increase restraint use and reduce impaired driving in Native American communities. April Vance, MPH presented an update on CDC’s teen driving activities. Michele Huitric, MPH, attended to staff the NCIPC exhibit.
Date: March 14-16, 2007

Meeting: Health Resources and Services Administrations 10th Annual Federal TBI Program State Agency Grantee Meeting (Bethesda, MD)

Jean A. Langlois, ScD, MPH and Jane Mitchko, MEd, CHES, attended and staffed an NCIPC exhibit.

Date: March 15, 2007

Training Session: Training Trauma Center Staff to Screen Patients for Alcohol Problems and Provide Brief Interventions (Seattle, WA)

Dan Hungerford, DrPH, attended the first of a series of training sessions for trauma centers sponsored by the American College of Surgeons Committee on Trauma, NHTSA, SAMHSA and CDC. He monitored the session to evaluate the curriculum and trainers and to recommend refinements for the estimated six trainings that will follow in other parts of the nation. 
Date: March 14, 2007
Meeting: Assisted Living Federation of America (Washington, DC)

Christine Branche, Ph.D. and Amy B. Harris, MPA, met with representatives of the Assisted Living Federation of America to discuss mutual interests and possible joint efforts in reducing fall-related injuries to older adults. 
Date: March 14, 2007
Meeting: Impaired Drivers: Injured, Uncharged, and Untreated (Los Angeles, CA)

Dan Hungerford, DrPH attended this CDC- and NHTSA-sponsored meeting to address the issues surrounding impaired drivers who crash their cars, are sent to an emergency department for care without being charged for DWI, and do not receive treatment for their alcohol problems. The goal of this meeting is to develop a protocol for a demonstration project to address these issues. 
Date: March 13, 2007

Event: Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Health Fair, Rayburn House Office Building 
(Washington, DC)

This annual event provides an opportunity for agencies and organizations working on traumatic brain injury to educate members of Congress and staffers about TBI by disseminating materials and answering questions about CDC’s TBI activities. Jean A. Langlois, ScD, MPH, Jane Mitchko, MEd, CHES, and Tochukwu Igbo, JD represented CDC at this event.
Date: March 7-10, 2007

Conference: 2007 Joint Conference of the National Council on the Aging and the American Society on Aging (ASA) (Chicago, IL)

Judy A. Stevens, PhD, attended and participated in the Editorial Board meeting of the ASA Newsletter of the Network on Environments, Services and Technologies for Maximizing Independence. Michele Huitric, MPH, attended to staff the NCIPC exhibit.
Date:
March 8-9, 2007

Meeting: National Study on Cost and Outcomes of Trauma for Kids Meeting (Washington, DC)

Richard C. Hunt, MD, FACEP participated in this meeting sponsored by Emergency Medical Services for Children and the Agency for Health Research and Quality. 
Date: March 7-9, 2007

Meeting: 2007 Injury Grantees Meeting (Atlanta, GA)

This meeting was for all state grantees and funded partners of CDC’s cooperative agreement for Public Health Injury Surveillance and Prevention (PA# 05027).

Date: March 5-6, 2007

Meetings:

1) The Safe Way Home

2) Congressional Caucus on Global Road Safety
(Washington, DC)

David A. Sleet, Ph.D. attended an invited conference on “The Safe Way Home,” a conference on traffic safety organized by the Swedish Trade Council and the Embassy of Sweden, March 6, 2007 in Washington, DC. The focus of the day-long meeting was on policymaking, research and industrial experiences in Sweden on improving safety on the road. Sweden is among the countries with the lowest traffic fatality rate. Researchers from Sweden, the US NHTSA, Transportation Research Board of the US National Academy of Sciences, and Swedish car manufacturers attended. 
Dr. Sleet also attended the Congressional Caucus on Global Road Safety on Capital Hill for a briefing on “Road Safety in a Flat World.” The briefing launched a bipartisan Congressional resolution supporting US participation in a global day of remembrance for road crash victims. 
Both of these events were part of activities leading up to “Global Road Safety Week,” April 23-29, focusing on reducing road traffic injuries among youth. CDC participated as a member of the Planning Committee for US events for the week, as a co-author of the World Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention, and as a member of the UN Global Road Safety Collaboration, led by WHO. 
Date: March 5, 2007

Meeting: National Floor Safety Institute Laboratory (Murray, Kentucky)

Christine Branche, Ph.D. met with scientists and reviewed laboratory facilities of the National Floor Safety Institute. She discussed scientific efforts to improve floor safety, especially for older adults.

