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Shelby County, Tennessee is the largest county in the state.  The county census indicates that there are over 900,000 residents in the county.  Shelby County is located in the southwest corner of Tennessee and is bordered by Mississippi, Arkansas and Tipton and Fayette Counties.  Memphis, the largest municipality in Shelby County, is known as the hub of the mid-west.  There are millions of pounds of hazardous materials that enter, exit or pass through the city.  Emergency response in Shelby County is managed by the Memphis and Shelby County Emergency Management Agency (EMA).  EMA has the responsibility of coordinating emergency and hazardous materials events and ensure resources are provided to emergency responders and other partners to enable the best response for that event.  Also, Shelby County local health department, the Memphis and Shelby County Health Department (MSCHD), has increasing responsibility during emergency events, mainly the protection of health.  As public health expands into the areas of emergency response, gaps in communication and necessary public health response have been identified.  This project seeks to identify areas where there can be increased communication between public health and emergency response agencies in order to provide better protection for the health of Shelby County residents.

