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In the State of Colorado, there have been some localized efforts to utilize the 10 Essential Services of Environmental Public Health and incorporate these services in Environmental Health (EH) programs.  Since the national healthcare reform of the 1990’s many health departments have been struggling with identifying “key” community issues and placing a focus on performance standards due to: “fear of the unknown”, political issues, complacency and location of rural health agencies, relationships with other health agencies, citizen demands for services, “crisis management”, prioritizing of EH programs and reduced funding.  The lack of focus on the environmental health core functions and the 10 Essential Services of Environmental Public Health has resulted in the inability of EH agencies to build on utilizing performance standards as instruments to build local EH capacities.  Many local EH agencies have struggled with meeting regulatory requirements and addressing local key and critical issues.  As a result, competencies are lacking to meet desired outcomes of state, local, and federal requirements in maintaining standards for essential environmental health services and programs. 
Working with the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Office of the Local Liaison and Colorado’s Environmental Health Directors a state Environmental Health Action Team (EHAT) will cultivate a systematic way of implementing environmental health performance standards to environmental health agencies in the State of Colorado.  The EHAT will develop supportive resources to implement Environmental Health Performance Standards based on using the 10 Essential Environmental Health Services, environmental health competencies, Protocol for Assessing Community Excellence in Environmental Health (PACE EH), environmental health program indicators, and environmental health program evaluation.
This initiative will revitalize EH program priorities in the State of Colorado and develop dynamic EH programs with increased competency in Colorado communities sustaining community support and advocacy for environmental health services.
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