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The avian influenza (H5N1) virus is rapidly expanding throughout bird populations worldwide. Although this flu has not yet developed the ability of person-to-person transmission, with a current human mortality rate of 50% public health officials have become increasingly concerned about the potentially devastating impact of this virus upon our society.  
It is a concern of Volusia County Environmental Health that a lack of planning by local utilities could lead to loss of operational capabilities in the event of pandemic influenza. The loss of utility service would lead to unsanitary and unhealthful conditions in our community. Public health would be at risk.

The goal of this project is to help local municipal water; wastewater and electric utilities develop an emergency response plan that addresses pandemic influenza. The outcome objective of this project is by April 15, 2007, 90% of local utilities will have developed the relevant response plan.
This project seeks to educate local utilities about the possibility of pandemic influenza. They will be informed about the necessity to plan and prepare for this eventuality. They will be provided information and resources to help them prepare the necessary emergency response plan.
To accomplish this goal staff will become educated about pandemic influenza and develop a presentation and resource materials for the local utilities. A website concerning influenza issues will be established and maintained. Staff will meet with local utilities to educate them about pandemic influenza and encourage them to develop emergency response plans to address this threat. 
As of this date the website has been established and the initial meeting held. The attendees were surveyed and their response was positive indicating the information and resources provided to them were useful and relevant. 

On October 19, 2006 staff again surveyed the utilities to judge their progress. The return rate of the survey was low and not satisfactory. Further communication and follow up with the utilities is warranted.
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