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In 2003, only 37% of the children under the age of 6 in South Shore, a community located in the Southern Region of Chicago have been tested for blood lead level.  Of the 2700 children tested in South Shore, 230 had elevated blood levels of lead.  At this time there is limited outreach to communities to inform, promote lead screening or lead poisoning prevention. 

In the summer of 2008 Urban Sustain’s strategy to improve South Shore’s screening of lead is to create a community-based collaborative partnership to develop a one day symposium.  Urban Sustain will act as a catalyst to gather a core team of community members. Currently, Urban Sustain has contacted the South Shore Chamber of Commerce, South Shore United Methodist Church, the Chicago Department of Public Health, Chicago Department of Environment, Jackson Park and LaRabida Hospital and others partners.  

This symposium will provide a comprehensive understanding of the many sources and risk of inorganic lead. The symposium will provide a local resource to foster awareness about lead screening for children under six.  Other topics addressed lead safety, the hazards, sources and effects of lead.  This symposium will offer on-site workshops on home lead detection methods, lead mitigation, effective cleaning techniques and blood lead screenings. Currently, there is minimal outreach, if any to these communities.  This symposium is the beginning of bringing culturally sensitive information about lead into their community.
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