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Wisconsin is home to approximately 4,000 public swimming pools and water attractions and had over 2.9 million people visit the Wisconsin Dells area in 2004 in search of water recreation. 1,2 The number of patrons visiting these facilities has been increasing, as well as the number of new water attractions and slides that do not currently fit in existing regulations. Waterslides have become commonplace at pools, though currently, no governmental agency is annually inspecting them. Baseline data on the number of injuries and drownings associated with public pools and water attractions is unavailable. Without this information, we are unable to pinpoint the health and safety risks of these novel attractions. Our vision is to identify the risks associated with water attractions, and build a program that is effective in reducing these risks.

In 2005, the Department of Health purchased a data base system compatible with local health departments to integrate and enter data on pools and other environmental health programs. Additionally, the Department created an advisory committee to address new attractions with partners who share mutual interests and goals. Language was drafted for a revision of the pool code to include waterslide regulations and safety plans, with the intent to create a program effective in reducing unsafe conditions in recreational water attractions. The proposed draft revision will go to public hearing and to the legislature in 2006. Our long-range goal is to gather baseline data, identify risk factors, and evaluate the new program to determine if revised legislation had a positive effect in reducing these risk factors.
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