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Due to recent mechanical failures of public sewer systems along the Atlantic Intercoastal Waterway and surrounding creeks, bays and coves, recreational water users have been exposed to harmful levels of bacteria and other contaminates that could jeopardize the public health within New Hanover County, North Carolina.

This project details the design phase of a monitoring and warning system for the recreational waters within the boundaries of New Hanover County. It includes the development of a response protocol to contamination events resulting from mechanical failures and natural disasters. The protocol was created from a “systems thinking” approach to solving the problem of the public using contaminated recreational waters.

Although no results are reported, this paper explains the monitoring methodology for the project’s success after implementation.

Through implementation at a later date, it is projected that the system designed during this project will be a model for all coastal counties in North Carolina.

