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It is estimated by FDA and CDC that 76 million people in the United States become ill, 325,000 hospitalized and 5,000 deaths occur each year due to food borne illnesses
. An efficient, consistent and effective public health system serves as a preventative tool to address the national goal of reducing the food borne illness risk.

The adopted Utah food code is based on the 1999 FDA model food code. The FDA recently adopted the 2005 code.  The goal of this project was for the Utah Dept. of Health to adopt the 2005 FDA model food code statewide to prevent inconsistencies of interpretation arising from the different requirements of local codes, eliminate training inefficiencies, and prevent the reduction of effectiveness of the public health system which can result from enforcing non uniform rules.

Using Systems Thinking, Mental Models and Logic Models, this project describes the process used to adopt a uniform food code statewide. Through the application of a number of the 10 Essential Services of Public Health
, and Healthy People 2010
 food safety goal, food inspection issues requiring attention in the state have been identified. The next step for this project is to address these issues, and collaborate with the Local Health Departments (LHDs) to make the changes necessary in the food inspection system.

The application of Systems Thinking and analysis of Archetypes to interpret system interactions resulted in collaboration between the state and LHDs to adopt the FDA 2005 food code without modification statewide. Additionally, industry representatives in Utah gained a new respect for the public health system as they viewed government agencies unite together to adopt a statewide uniform code. As a result, there is an increased desire for government agencies in Utah to collaborate on other issues in the future. This project demonstrates that a strong collaboration between the state and local health departments will result in a much more effective public health system, which will more efficiently and consistently serve to benefit the public’s health. 
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