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All living things need drinking water to survive, therefore, safe drinking water is essential to the survival of any community. Currently private individual drinking water wells within the Southeast Health District are not regulated or monitored during construction. Information coming into the district office from environmental health specialists at the county health departments, indicate that these water wells are often found to be installed or constructed in substandard conditions. Laboratory data, based on samples collected by the health department’s environmental health staff, show that 1 in 5 wells are positive for total coliform bacteria. The presence of coliform bacteria in a water system indicates vulnerability to contamination and ineffective disinfection. People drinking water with these bacteria are at increased risk of contracting a waterborne disease. In an effort to reduce the risk of consumption of potentially harmful drinking water, the Southeast Health District is developing a regulatory program for private individual water wells. Utilizing the 10 Essential Environmental Health Services as a guide, the program is being designed to enforce standards to prevent possible waterborne diseases. The purpose of this article is to describe the rationale behind the program. Using System Thinking methodology, the author explains the program development history and forecasts the potential problems the program may encounter during development and implementation.
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