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In 2007, Rhode Island will celebrate its 30th anniversary since the first time that federal funding came from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for the establishment of a Lead Program in the state in 1977. The RI Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program (RI CLPPP), has gone through several phases to initially control and later prevent childhood lead exposure and poisoning in young children. As required by the CDC, the RI CLPPP formulated in 2004 a Plan to Eliminate Childhood Lead Poisoning by the end of 2010, which made a significant shift from secondary prevention efforts to put greater emphasis in primary prevention strategies. This important movement made the RI CLPPP move towards the analysis and better understanding of the housing situation in the state, given that poisonings are primarily occurring due to lead hazards that exist in old homes where lead-based paint was used before 1978. 

It became evident that RI CLPPP needed to have a housing surveillance tool that would increase understanding, inform others and measure progress in the efforts to eliminate lead poisoning in the state. In early 2006, the RI CLPPP signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the state’s housing agency, the RI Housing Resources Commission (HRC) to jointly work towards the elimination goal. Using primarily a staff member from RI CLPPP, the partnership established the “Healthy Housing Collaborative” and prepared the “Healthy Housing: Why RI should invest in the vision” report that documents the housing vision for the state. Meanwhile, the housing data that resided in several locations at different entities needed to be collected to build the housing surveillance tool, and needed to be compiled in one place. The RI CLPPP worked with a group of interested parties to begin this data gathering, without which measuring the elimination of lead would have been unfeasible.  

By January 2007, data have been collected from 17 (43%) of Rhode Island’s 39 cities and towns.  All but two of the 17 datasets represent tax roll year 2002 or later.   While there are still 22 municipalities to incorporate into the housing database to achieve statewide coverage, the 17 towns already submitting data are home to 69% of all addresses where a child has been screened for lead, and 82% of all addresses where a child had a blood lead level ≥10 µg/dL.  In addition, there are over 240,000 unique addresses in the database that have a plat-lot identifier, and therefore can be linked to more detailed tax assessor information
. Additionally, the RI CLPPP worked with other housing agencies and has been able to collect data for low and moderate income housing (from RI Housing) that meet RI’s definition of affordable housing
, properties that have a Certificate of Conformance (from the HRC, RI’s housing agency responsible for the enforcement of the Lead Hazard Mitigation Law passed in 2002), and units that have received lead hazard removal funding from the Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 

All these datasets contain information that will be useful in describing the housing stock in Rhode Island and will allow RI CLPPP to track the number of lead safe, affordable housing units over time, and to evaluate the association between lead safe affordable housing and childhood lead poisoning. In the future, this database would likely be maintained by the HRC, and a strategy for its long term life needs to be formulated. Meanwhile, a report using these available data is being prepared and will be published in May 2007, the month in which RI annually celebrates “Lead Poisoning Prevention Month”. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]


































































































































































� The greatest limiting factor in the data provided by municipalities thus far is the absence of a residential unit count by property.  Eleven of the 18 towns did not supply this data field.  However, with several municipalities due for a physical revaluation and others planning to implement a detailed land use code, better unit counts should be available in coming years.





� Affordable Housing is defined as residential housing that has a sales price or rental amount that is within the means of a household that is moderate income or less. In the case of dwelling units for sale, housing that is affordable means housing in which principal, interest, taxes (which may be adjusted by state and local programs for property tax relief), and insurance constitute no more than thirty percent (30%) of the gross household income for a moderate income household. In the case of dwelling units for rent, housing that is affordable means housing for which the rent, heat, and utilities other than telephone constitute no more than thirty percent (30%) of the gross annual household income for a household with eighty percent (80%) or less of area median income, adjusted for family size. Affordable units must remain affordable for not less than 30 years, enforced though a land lease and/or deed restriction enforceable by the municipality and the state of Rhode Island. 


Source: HOUSING PRODUCTION AND REHABILITATION, RI Gen. Laws §  42-128-8.1  (2004)
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