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97 service providers, representing 83 agencies, were interviewed about sexual
and drug use HIV/STD risk behaviors and their determinants among young men
who have been released from prison. Providers believed that men frequently
practiced sexual risk behavior, often in conjunction with substance use. Individual
determinants of risk behavior primarily focused on “making up for lost time,”
being a man, degree of HIV/STD knowledge and vulnerability, desire to escape,
and future orientation. Peers, partners, and family were portrayed as strong
interpersonal influences on risk behavior, both positively and negatively. The
dominant contextual determinant of risk behavior was the co-occurrence of sex
and drug use. Structural determinants of reduced risk included stable housing,
economic sufficiency, and positive community support for safer behavior (e.g.,
drug treatment access, needle exchange). Our findings highlight the need for
comprehensive, transitional case management for young men as they reintegrate
into the community, including HIV/STD prevention.



