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Overview

Thedemongtration projectsfor Implementation of Rapid HIV Testingin Historically Black Collegesand Univer-
sitiesand Alternative Venuesand Popul ations address strategies 1 and 2 of theAdvancing HIV Prevention
initiative. Strategy 1isto makevoluntary HIV testing aroutine part of medica care. Strategy 2 istoimplement
new mode sfor diagnosng HIV infectionsoutside medica settings.

These projectswill demonstrate new model sfor diagnosing HIV infection through greater accesstorapid HIV
testing along with prevention and care servicesfor personsdiagnosed with HIV. The projectswill look at the
feaghility, impact, and best methods of integrating routinerapid HIV testing programsin avariety of non-
traditional testing venuestargeting high-risk and hard-to-reach populations. Theindividualstargeted by these
demonstration projects are among those less often reached by health promotion initiativesand more often
disproportionately impacted by the HIV epidemic. Inaddition, these projectswill hel p determinewhether
offering rapid HIV testing reduces potentia lossto follow-up by increasing the percentage of peoplewho
actually receivethelr test result and arelinked to care (becauseinitia resultsareavailablewithin 20to 40
minutes, rather than daysor weeks). Further, theseprojectswill hel p examinewhether offering HIV testingto
every client, rather than just those deemed high risk, can addressthe stigmaassociated with getting tested.

Thesedemonstration projectswill take placeinarangeof settingsincluding Historicaly Black Collegesand
Universities(HBCUSs); community-based organi zations (CBOs) serving migrants, transgender persons, and
American Indians; and primary care settingsserving high HIV prevalence communities. Thestesofferingtesting
aspart of thisset of demonstration projectswill usearange of non-traditional approachesand settings. For
example, at HBCUSs, testing will be offered not only at the campus health center but al so at nearby off-campus
locations and campus health promotionsand socia and academic events.

Personsddlivering testing and counseling for thisdemonstration project will rangefrom trained CBO personnel
providingtestinginthefieldtoclinical staff at primary careclinics. CBOswill providefull counsdling, testing, and
referrd services. Theproject siteswill develop plansfor linking newly diagnosed HIV-positive personsto
appropriate medical and socia servicesand for contacting clientswho arelost to follow-up.

Theproject siteswill provide CDC with information that will help devel op model sto better understand how to
reducethebarriersthat makeit difficult for communitiesto accessHIV testing and services.
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Goals

Thegodsof thisprogram areto

= build new modelsfor providing HIV testing and linkageto care.

= integrateroutinerapid HIV testing programsinto avariety of non-traditional testing venues.

= demondtratethevaueof rapid testing for accessing hard-to-reach popul ations and ensuring they receive
their test resultsand arelinked to care and trestment.

Collaborator Sites

Historically Black Collegesand Univer sities(HBCUS)

Albany, Georgia, Albany State University will collaborate with Fort Valley State University to conduct
routinetesting for studentsat both schoolsand for peopleinthe community. Thiscollaborator sitewill partner
with CBOsincluding alocd faith-based organizationto offer off-campustesting. The student health centersat
the2 universitieswill be used for most of thetesting. Collaborating groupswill use other non-clinical campus
sitesto host eventsthroughout theyear. Therewill befocusgroupsto better understand barriers confronting
testing of studentsin thesesmall southern communities.

Washington, District of Columbia, Howard University will conduct routinetesting of undergraduate and
graduate studentsages 18t049. They will use student peer leadersfor recruitment and marketing of thetesting
promotion. Daily testing will take place at the student health center on the main campusand bi-weekly testing
will occur on moreremote campuses. Recruitment for testing will also occur at avariety of non-clinical campus
locations and during somemajor campussocia events. Initialy, focusgroupswill be used to assessbarriersto
students getting tested and to hel p determine marketing strategies.

Jackson, Mississippi, Jackson State University will perform routinetesting of studentsand peopleinthe
community using CBOsand student peer leadersfrom campus. Rapid testingwill take placeinacampus
counsdling center. Testingwill also occur at auniversity-sponsored community health program officeabout 5
milesfrom campus. Additiona outreach activitieswill includeamagjor kick-off event to publicizeand normalize
theideaof routinetesting. Initialy, focusgroupswill be conducted to determineand plan outreach eventsand
ensureacceptability of suggested testing venues.

PineBluff, Arkansas, Jefferson Comprehensive Care System, I nc. isanon-profit CBO serving a10-
county areain Pine Bluff, Arkansas. It will managetesting at 4 HBCUsincluding: Arkansas Baptist College,
Philander Smith College, Shorter College, and University of Arkansasat Pine Bluff. Routinetestingwill be
offered to studentsfrom all 4 campusesat health clinicson 2 of the campuses. Themorerural campuses do not
have ongoing clinical services. Student peer leadersaswell asfaculty liaisonswill collaborate across campuses
to recruit and inform students about the project. Educational and outreach activitiesat the 4 schoolswill incor-
poratethetesting project into student orientation activities, academic courses, and inter-campus socia activities.
Thiswill includeamajor kick-off event to publicize and help normalizetheideaof routinetesting. Focusgroups
will be used toidentify and assessbarriersto testing.

Migrant and Seasonal Farm Workers

Lawrenceville, Georgia, Al D Gwinnett will partner with the North GeorgiaAIDSAllianceto implement a
rapid HIV testing and education program focused on migrant workersin northern Georgia, including Hall,
Gwinnett, Newton, and Rockdale Counties. Theseorganizationswill conduct outreach and rapid HIV testingin
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non-traditional venues serving migrant worker populations(e.g., churches, beauty salons, markets, and

poultry plants) and create anetwork of community agenciesand clinical settingsroutingly offering rapid HIV
testing. They will aso pursue an extens ve mediaoutreach component including radio and print announcements
to encouragetesting.

Hartford, Connecticut, Hispanic Health Council will provide outreach and testing in arange of settings
to reach themigrant communitiesof the Connecticut River Valey. Thesewill include useof amobiletesting
minivan at gathering placesof migrant farmworkersafter typical daytimeworking hours. Locationswill include
businesses, markets, restaurants, bars, and sporting events. Hispanic Health Council will lsointegrate HIV
testing into other servicesthey offer to the Hispanic community, including counsaling and referral servicesat
their offices.

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, United Migrant Opportunity Serviceswill servethe Hispanic and African-born
migrant and immigrant communitiesof Wisconsin, Minnesota, and South Dakota. Their trained community
promotoras (i.e., lay healthworkers) will provide outreach and their testing coordinatorswill providetesting.
They will further integrate HIV testing into thedirect migrant servicesthey currently provide, including child care,
ass stancewith housing, vocationd training, and other socia services.

Transgender Communities

San Francisco, California, AlDS Healthcare Foundation and partner Ark of Refugewill providerapid
HIV testing to aprimarily African American, transgender popul ation through atransgender-focused program
that includesaclinictreating pre- and postoperative transgender personsat risk for or infected with HIV. They
will offer rapid HIV testing to transgender clientswho accessany servicethrough thisprogram, including HIV
prevention education and mentoring, weekend food bank, worship services, and transitional housing. Potential
clientswill be offeredimmediate HIV counsaling and testing serviceson awalk-in, no-appointment basis.
Clientswhotest positivefor HIV will immediately receive counsding and referrd into care.

New York, New York, Housing Works, I nc. (HW), the nation’slargest minority-run HIV/AIDS service
organization, serves primarily minority popul ationsdisproportionately affected by HIV, including transgender
personsof color. HW will provide counseling and testing for 260 transgender peoplein New York City. They
will recruit counsaling and testing participantsthrough asocia network approach and by usingamobilevanto
target areasfrequented by membersof the transgender community. They will comparethe 2 approachesto
recruitment and collect dataon thetransgender population’sHIV exposurefactors, knowledgeof HIV/AIDS
status, and barriersto HIV/AIDStesting.

Miami, Florida, South Beach AIDS Project (SoBAP) will provideroutine off-site testing, field-based
outreach, and I nternet outreach to the pre- and postoperative transgender community of about 1,000 personsin
Broward and Dade Counties. Datashow that thispopul ation, asizeable portion of whichisinvolvedin the sex-
work industry, isat sgnificantly higher risk for HIV infection. SoBAPhasbuilt rel ationshipswith gatekeepersin
thetransgender communities and learned val uabl e lessons about perceived barriersand benefitsto health-
seeking behaviors. SOBAPwill stage off-sitelate night outreach and offer routine off-site counseling, testing, and
linkageto services. They planto saturatethe transgender communitiesin Broward and Dade Countieswith
multi-tiered advertising and promotionfor their program.

NativeAmerican Communities

Salt Lake City, Utah, I ntermountain Harm Reduction Project, aCBO, will partner with the Indian Walk-
In Center to offer routinetesting to Native Americansfrom 5 triba entitiesand 11 reservationsinthe Salt Lake
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metropolitan area. Testingwill be offeredin conjunction with all Indian Walk-1n Center programsaswel |l asat
themain Intermountain Harm Reduction Project facility, atraining center, thereservations, and other remote
locations, asnecessary. Much of thework will be operated by local tribal organizations and tribe members.

Phoenix, Arizona, Native American Community Health Center, aCBO working with Native Americans
in Phoenix since 1978, will conduct routine HIV testing through loca outreach in the Phoenix metropolitan area.
Testing locationswill be non-traditiona and will include community venues, hedthfairs, and pow wows.
Additional testing will takeplaceat local tribal health facilitiesand with participantsof in-housewel Iness
programs. Thiscollaborator stewill target Native Americansliving in MaricopaCounty including atransgender
NativeAmerican population. Testing will a so target transient Native Americanswho migrateto Phoenix
fromreservations.

Sault Ste. Marie, M1, Saulte Se. Marie Tribe/Chippewa | ndians Sault Tribe Health Center will con-
duct routineHIV testing for clientsages 17 to 49. Themajority of testing will occur on reservation land at the
maintribal health center and 4 satellite health centers. Testing will also be offered at alocal urgent care center
that serves many NativeAmericans. Outreach testing will be offered to specific clientsat residentia treatment
fecilitiesaswell.

Clinical Settings Serving High-Prevalence Communities

Chicago, Illinois, Access Community Health Network, anetwork of 42 health centers, will incorporate
routinerapid HIV testing into servicesfor clientswhovisit 1 of 2 Accesshealth centers: Kling Internal Medicine
onthewest side of Chicago or Ashland Family Health Center on the south side of Chicago. Each of thesesites
servesabout 3,000 clientsannually infederal ly designated underserved areas of Chicago with predominantly
low-income and minority popul ations (morethan 85% African American or Hispanic).

Oakland, California, Alameda County Medical Center (ACMC) isthe primary county hospital inthe
eastern San Francisco Bay Areaand currently has about 600 new AI1DS cases per year. TheACMC will
collaboratewith the Highland Hospital Emergency Department and itsHIV Testing Program to establishroutine,
on-going rapid HIV testing through the emergency department (ED), with HIV testing integrated into other
routinely delivered servicessuch astaking patients vita signs. At full implementation, itisprojectedthat al ED
staff will beinvolved with rapid HIV testing and that ACM C will betesting an estimated 5,000 patientsper year.

Project Milestones

= Funding announcement: June 2004
= Selection of project sites: September 1, 2004
= |nitid sitevistsby CDC team: October 2004 through February 2005

Data Collection

Datacollection methodsare currently being devel oped in coordination withthe sites. At present, thesitesare
working with CDC to determinethefeasibility of linking project-specific datacollection to the existing data
infrastructureat Sites.

Datacollection at each sitewill include quantitative data, such asthe number of peopletested, the number of
HIV infectionsdiagnosed, the number of peoplelinkedinto care, and qualitative datafrom focus groupsand
surveys. Thesedatawill help identify best practices such asthe most effective waysto motivate peopleto get
tested and the characteristics of counsel orswho are effectivein convincing community membersto get tested.
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