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High-Level Map of Causal Pathways, with Intervention Options 
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Most parts of the health system—so often discussed separately—are in fact connected 
•	 The main values (or outcomes) at stake in any scenario for health system change are shown in red and bolded 

(i.e., health status, health inequity, and health care costs) 

• 	 Brown Italics indicate broad classes of potential intervention 
(e.g., organized actions could expand coverage or alter any of the other italicized factors, either alone or in combination) 

• 	 Blue arrows indicate same-direction effects 
(e.g., more environmental hazards lead to more disease and injury) 

• 	 Green arrows indicate opposite-direction effects 
(e.g., greater sufficiency of primary care providers leads to less use of specialists and hospitals for non-urgent care) 
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