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Melioidosis in Birds and Burkholderia 
pseudomallei Dispersal, Australia 

Technical Appendix 

Birds with reported melioidosis or carriage of Burkholderia pseudomallei  
in previous publications and this report 

Common 
name 

Species name Origin of bird 
species 

Residence of 
diseased bird 

Captive 
status 

B. pseudomallei 
culture site 

Reference 

Parrot NA NA Malaysia NA NA (1) 
Sulfur-crested 

cockatoo 
Cacactua galerita Australia Townsville, 

Australia 
Captive Necropsy (2) 

Galah Eolophus 
roseicapillus 

Australia Townsville, 
Australia 

Captive Necropsy (3) 

Unknown 
native birds  Australia Queensland, 

Australia 
Captive Necropsy (4) 

Macaroni 
penguin 

Eudyptes 
chrysolophus 

Maquarie Island Hong Kong Captive Necropsy (5) 

Cassowary Casuarius sp Australia Singapore Captive NA (6) 
Palm cockatoo Probosciger 

aterrimus 
Australia, New 

Guinea 
Singapore Captive NA (6) 

Crown pigeon Crowned pigeon: 
Goura sp 

NA, New 
Guinea 

Singapore Captive NA (6) 

Chicken Gallus gallus Southeast Asia France Captive Experimental 
injection/necropsy 

(7) 

Scarlet macaw Ara macao Central America Hong Kong Captive NA (8) 
Zebra dove Geopelia striata Southeast Asia Hong Kong Captive NA (8) 

Unknown bird NA NA Malaysia Wild NA (9) 
African gray 

parrot 
Psittacus erithacus Africa Darwin, 

Australia 
Captive Necropsy This report 

Yellow-bibbed 
lorikeet 

Lorius 
chlorocercus 

Solomon Islands Darwin, 
Australia 

Captive Necropsy This report 

Peaceful 
dove† 

Geopelia placida Australia Darwin, 
Australia 

Wild Beak swab This report 

Chicken Gallus gallus Southeast Asia Darwin, 
Australia 

Captive Skin lesions This report 

Emu Dromaius 
novaehollandiae 

Australia Darwin, 
Australia 

Captive Brain This report 

*NA, information not available. 
 †Asymptomatic bird. 
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