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Prospects for Research in Diabetes Mellitus

To the Editor: In identilving research opportunities in diabetes
mellitus, Dr Olefsky® has set an excellent agenda for basic re-
search. Unforunately, Olelsky ignored the need for applied re-
search in this major and costly public health problem. Several
efficacious interventions are already available that, if properhy ap-
plied, could redwee the burden of disbetes complications and in-
erease the quiality of life for people with diabetes. However, these
interventions are seldom implemented oprimally in practice and
are inconsistently offered across the United Swes? Applied re-
search on why this is so and what can be done to improve the
application of efficacious treatments is &s important as basic re-
search, A paralle]l agenda for applied diabetes research, similar
1 that Tor basic research proposed by Olefsky, is needed.
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