
CDC’s Role in Cancer Control

Lisa C. Richardson, MD, MPH
Director, Division of Cancer Prevention and Control, CDC

Advisory Committee on 
Breast Cancer in Young Women

August 23, 2022



2 Division of Cancer Prevention and Control Reliable. Trusted. Scientific.



3 Division of Cancer Prevention and Control Reliable. Trusted. Scientific.

All People Free of Cancer
Aspirations

PREVENTION

Eliminate preventable 
cancers

SCREENING

All people get the right 
screening at the right 
time for the best outcome

CANCER SURVIVORS

Cancer Survivors live 
longer, healthier lives

Strategic Priorities

Reduce risk of cancer Scale best practices to increase 
screening outcomes

Improve health and wellbeing 
for cancer survivors

Guiding Principles

Equity Begin with the 
End in Mind Collaboration Targeted 

Communications

Strengths

Data Translation & Evaluation Partnership
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2022 Appropriations

Cancer Survivorship $475K

Skin Cancer $4M

Breast Cancer in Young… $5.9M

Johanna's Law $10.5M

Ovarian Cancer $12.5M

Prostate Cancer $14.2M

Comprehensive Cancer $20.4M

Colorectal Cancer $43.2M

Cancer Registries $51.4M

Breast and Cervical Cancer $196.8M

$360
MILLION
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Division of Cancer Prevention and Control (DCPC)

Office of the 
Director

Cancer 
Surveillance 

Branch

National Program of 
Cancer Registries

Comprehensive 
Cancer Control 

Branch

National Comprehensive 
Cancer Control Program 

Epidemiology 
and Applied 

Research Branch

Cancer Prevention and 
Control Research Network

Program Services 
Branch

National Breast and Cervical 
Early Detection Program  

Colorectal Cancer Control
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Comprehensive Cancer Control
Collaborating to Conquer Cancer

Coalitions in all 50 states, 7 U.S. territories and 
8 tribes focused on:

• Primary Prevention

• Early Detection

• Survivor Health and Well-being

• Policy Systems and Environmental 
Change

• Health Equity

• Evaluation and Outcomes
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Comprehensive Cancer Control National Partnership
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Improving Access to Quality Care 

National Breast and Cervical Early Detection 
Program (NBCCEDP)

• >30 years of service

• 6.0 million women served

• 15.6 million breast and cervical cancer 
screening examinations provided

October 2021 Minimum Data Elements submission

cdc.gov/cancer/dcpc/about/programs.htm

Colorectal Cancer Control Program (CRCCP)

• 264 health systems and 836 clinics

• 1,302,806 ages 50-75 served

• Average 13 percent point screening rate increase for 
clinics completing the program

Clinic data submission, March 2021 (Includes all clinics recruited in 
DP15-1502, Program Years 1-5)
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Cancer Risk and Family History
Having a family history of certain cancers can increase one’s own cancer risk

At least 1 First Degree Relative At least 2 First Degree Relatives
Relative Risk 

(95% CI)1
Population 
Estimate2

Relative Risk 
(95% CI)1

Population 
Estimate2

Breast Cancer 1.8 (1.7 , 1.9) 8.2% 3.0 (2.5, 3.7) 0.7%
Colorectal Cancer 2.2 (2.1, 2.4) 4.6% 4.0 (2.6, 6.1) 0.4%

Sources: 
1. Valdez R, et al. (2010) Family history in Public Health Practice: A Genomic Tool for Disease Prevention and Health Promotion. Annu. Rev. Public Health. 31:69-87
2. Kumerow M, et al. (2022) Prevalence of Americans Reporting a family history of cancer indicative of increased cancer risks: Estimates from the 2015 National 

Health Interview Survey. Preventive Medicine. 159: 107062
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Facing Poor Outcomes

Individuals with a family history of cancer or 
who carry these pathogenic variants may be 
at increased risk for adverse health 
outcomes:

• Cancers diagnosed at younger ages
• Diagnosed at later stages
• More aggressive or difficult to treat
• Increased risk for additional primary cancers
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CDC’s Cancer Genomics Program
Addressing the burden of Hereditary Breast and Ovarian Cancer syndrome (HBOC) and Lynch syndrome 
(LS)

Programs focused on: 

• Surveillance

• Public education

• Provider education

• Policy and systems change

Source: CDC, Cancer Genomics Program

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/genomics/


Division of Cancer Prevention and Control Reliable. Trusted. Scientific.13

Genomics Surveillance

• Analysis of data from state cancer 
registries, BRFSS, and other sources 
have led to:

• Expansion of data collection systems to 
include genomic fields

• Targeted public education efforts

• Provider education with local context 
and burden estimates

• Informing policy and systems change 
with health system level data

Collaborating with Central Cancer Registries for Public Health Genomics (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/genomics/collaborating-with-registries/pdf/collaborating-with-registries-508.pdf
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Celebrating 30 Years of Cancer Registration at CDC

Cancer Data Driving Action
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Collection of Cancer Biomarkers
Enable Clinicians to Predict Long-Term Outcomes

Patient Blood or tissue 
sample

Molecular 
analysis 

Data 
analysis

Biomarker 
identification 

Risk Assessment/
Response to 
Treatment
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Cancer Surveillance Vision 
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Cancer Screening Change Package

Comprehensive tools and resources to 
improve:

• Awareness

• Access 

• Community-clinical linkages

• Screening use 

6
Cancers

BRCA-
Related 

Breast 
Cancer  

Cervical 
Cancer 

Colorectal 
Cancer 

Lung
Cancer 

Prostate
Cancer 

500+
Tools and 
Resources

Evidence and Practice-based 

6
Focus 
areas 

• Social Determinants 
of health 

• Individual-Community 
Awareness

• Community-Clinical 
Linkages

• Clinical capacity 
building

• Screening

• Referrals and 
follow up
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Support and Resources for Providers and Survivors

Creating Healthy Habits for 
Breast Cancer Recovery 

Reducing Infection Risk  
During Chemo

Understanding Your Family 
Health History and Risks 
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Working With Communities to Address Disparities Across 
the Cancer Continuum

CDC NOFO DP-21 003 - Reducing Inequities in Cancer Outcomes through Community-Based Interventions on Social 
Determinants of Health

Primary Prevention 

• Authentic community engagement
• Addressing social norms around 

smoking
• Tobacco-control policies and practices

Cancer Screening

• Patient navigation/whole person 
approach 

• Screening for unmet SDOH needs
• Facilitating access to cancer 

prevention and control resources

Health and Wellbeing 
of Cancer Survivors 

• Scale social risk factor screening and 
referral for cancer survivors

• Solidify information exchange between 
clinical and community settings

• Reduce bias across cancer care systems
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Working to Understand and Shape Health Behavior
Empowered Health: Engaging People as Active Participants in Their Own Health

#WeAreEmpoweredHealth

• Social media 
influencers

• Empowered Health 
ambassadors

• Lived experiences

EmpoweredHealth.org

Empowered Health Tool Launching in Q3 2022



Thank you!

Go to the official federal source of cancer prevention information: 

www.cdc.gov/cancer

Division of Cancer Prevention and Control
Reliable. Trusted. Scientific.

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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