No. 12, Spring 2010
To:
State Water Fluoridation Programs, State Dental Directors,


State Drinking Water Programs

Subject: Program Update—CDC Community Water Fluoridation 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Community Water Fluoridation Program periodically issues this update on program activities and resources for water fluoridation specialists, engineers with state drinking water programs, and state oral health officials. Please feel free to forward this communication to anyone who might benefit from it. Previous program updates can be viewed on the Community Water Fluoridation Program Updates page.  
CDC reported preliminary 2008 fluoridation statistics at the American Public Health Association November 2009 meeting, themed “Water and Public Health: The 21st Century Challenge.” Since the 1992 Fluoridation Census, the percentage of the population served by public water systems that receives fluoridated water has increased from 62.1% to 65.0% in 2000 and to 72.4% in 2008. The larger increase since 2000 reflects increased implementation of this important public health intervention and improved data quality, especially for water systems with natural fluoride concentrations in the optimal range.

Water Fluoridation Training
The next CDC-sponsored course on basic community water fluoridation, Water Fluoridation: Principles and Practices, will be conducted in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, October 5–7, 2010. The course is intended to build the skills needed to manage and operate a state water fluoridation program, and to familiarize state program officials with fluoridation engineering principles. For the past two years, we have experienced record attendance, so please submit your application early. If you have staff who would benefit from this training, please have them contact us for registration information on the CDC-Sponsored Water Fluoridation Training page. 
CDC Web Site Updates
Visit our Community Water Fluoridation Web pages often to view updated and expanded content. Recent highlights include the following: 

· CDC Honors 65 Years of Community Water Fluoridation
· National Academy of Sciences on Fluoride in Drinking Water
Water Fluoridation Reporting System (WFRS) Version 2.0 Advance Notice
WFRS is the principal fluoridation management tool for many state water fluoridation programs. WFRS was started in 1998 and used to develop the 2000 National Fluoridation Report. In 2002, it was expanded to serve as a fluoridation-management tool for state programs, and since that time, only minor changes have been made to this program.

In 2011, CDC will release an updated version of WFRS—Version 2.0—redesigned to address some issues with the current operating version. If you have specific concerns about WFRS that you would like CDC to address, or if there is functionality you think should be included in the next version of WFRS, please contact us with specific information about your recommended enhancements. 

In addition, as we prepare for the data migration to WFRS Version 2.0, it is essential that we minimize the data errors in WFRS. In the past year, we implemented an enhanced error-identity effort; states can expect that this will continue throughout 2010 as we work toward reducing the data error rate within WFRS. Learn more on our Water Fluoridation Reporting System page. 
Records from CDC’s Laboratory Proficiency Testing Program No Longer Available After May 2010
In 1980, CDC led efforts to confirm the accuracy of measures of fluoride content in water by starting the Laboratory Proficiency Testing (PT) Program. Since then, EPA began an environmental laboratory PT program and later mandated that all environmental laboratories reporting on drinking-water regulatory compliance participate in a state-based proficiency program or obtain certification from the NELAC Institute. This made the CDC proficiency testing program redundant and, as a result, CDC discontinued its long-running program in April 2009. 

In June 2010, the online reporting program will be decommissioned. Historical records and reports will no longer be accessible after May 2010. For additional information, please see our Water Fluoride Laboratory Proficiency Testing Program page.
Fluoride Additives Products Update
After several years of varying availability of additive supplies, the forecast for 2010, based on opinions from suppliers, is for continuing improvement in supplies. In 2009, there were only a few regional logistical supply bottlenecks in distribution. At this time, the largest concern relates to the quality of sodium fluoride, specifically those products obtained from Chinese companies, which have been characterized in recent newspaper articles as inferior grade. 

Until a few years ago, when a major manufacturer discontinued production, domestically produced sodium fluoride was the preferred product of most water facility operators who operated saturator-type fluoridation systems. The sodium fluoride available today includes products that are derived by a process that uses neutralization of hydrogen fluoride equivalent to the previously domestically produced product. Other products, including some of the Chinese products, are derived by a process that neutralizes fluorosilicic acid. 

Some operators reportedly have experienced problems with the handling of these products. The American Water Works Association (AWWA) Fluoride Standards Committee is currently conducting a review of operators to better understand the nature and extent of operator concerns. Preliminary findings of the AWWA review, however, do not support the claim that these products are inferior, but rather that these issues reflect different handling properties in some saturators. Users of sodium fluoride should ensure that the product they are using in saturators meets AWWA standards and has NSF/ANSI Standard 60 certification. 

If you have any questions or comments, please send them to oralhealth@cdc.gov.

Please Contact Us with Questions or Comments
The Community Water Fluoridation Program is administered by CDC’s Division of Oral Health, National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion. If you have any questions or require assistance related to community water fluoridation, please visit our Web site at www.cdc.gov/Fluoridation or call us at 770-488-6056. 
