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John E. Crews, D.P.A. is the new the Lead Scientist with the Disability and Health Team 
in the National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. His Doctorate of Public Administration is from Western 
Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan, in 1990, where he was honored as "All 
University Graduate Research and Creative Scholar" in 1988.  John has over twenty-five 
years experience in vision rehabilitation and disability research.  He managed a clinical 
program for older people with visual impairments for fifteen years in Michigan until 
1992. He then became the Acting Director of the Rehabilitation Research and 
Development Center on Aging at the VA in Atlanta.  After that, he served as the 
Executive Director of the Georgia Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, 
and then served as Research Director at the Rehabilitation Research and Training Center 
on Blindness and Low Vision at Mississippi State University.  In 1998, he joined the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta.  John's specialty is vision 
impairment and aging.  He serves on several boards, including the American Foundation 
for the Blind, American Society on Aging, and Lighthouse International.  John’s wife, 
Nancy, is a social worker, and his daughter, Kate, is a junior at Agnes Scott College in 
Atlanta, majoring in French education.  John says:  "ICF is the currency for our 
research...ICF is a Swiss army knife...ICF is the conceptual framework applied to my 
analyses of how vision impairment relates to activities and participation..."  John has 17 
ICIDH and ICF publications to his credit, including:  

Hendershot, G. E. & Crews, J. E. (in progress).  International Comparability 
of Survey Statistics on Visual Impairment. Journal of Visual Impairment and 
Blindness. 

Crews, J. E. & Campbell, V. A. (in press).  Effects of Multiple Health 
Conditions Upon Function Among Older Visually Impaired People.  
Proceedings of the 2002 International Conference: Developing and Delivering 
Quality Services for Frail Older Blind and Partially Sighted People. London: 
Royal National Institute of the Blind. 

Crews, J. E. & Campbell, V. A. (in press, expected May, 2004).  Vision 
Impairment and Hearing Loss Among Community Dwelling Older 
Americans. American Journal of Public Health. 

Crews, J. E. & Smith, S. M. (2003).  Public Health and Aging. American 
Journal of Public Health, 93, 700-702. 

Crews, J. E. (in progress). Neither Prepared Nor Rehearsed: Caregiving and 
Disability over the Lifespan, A Public Health Perspective. In Caregiving for 
Individuals with Disabilities, ed R. C. Talley & J. E. Crews. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 



Crews, J. E. (2003). The Role of Public Health in Addressing Aging and 
Sensory Loss. Generations, 27(10), 83-90. 

Lollar, D. J. & Crews, J. E. (2003). Redefining the Role of Public Health in 
Disability. Annual Review of Public Health, 24, 195-208. 

Crews, J. E. & Campbell, V. A. (2001).  An Examination of Activity 
Limitations and Conditions Related to Vision Impairment in Older People.  In 
H.-W. Wahl & H.-E. Schulze (Eds.),  On the Special Needs of Blind and Low 
Vision Seniors: Research and Practice Concepts. Amsterdam: IOS Press. 

Crews, J. E. & Campbell, V. A. (2001).  Health conditions, activity 
limitations, and participation restrictions among older people with visual 
impairments.  Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness, 95, 453-467. 

Crews, J.E. & Long, R.G. (1997). Conceptual and methodological issues in 
rehabilitation outcomes for adults who are visually impaired.  Journal of 
Visual Impairment and Blindness, March-April 1997. 

Long, R.G., Crews, J. E. & Mancil, R. (2000). Creating measures of 
rehabilitation outcomes for people who are blind and visually impaired: The 
FIMBA Project. Journal of Blindness and Visual Impairment, 94 (5), 292
306. 

Crews, J. E. (2000). Patterns of activity limitation among older people who 
experience vision impairment.  In C. Stuen, A. Arditi, A. Horowitz, M. A. 
Lang, B. Rosenthal, & K. Seidman (Eds), Vision rehabilitation: Assessment, 
intervention and outcomes. Exton, PA: Swets & Zeitlinger. 

Crews, J. E. & Long, R. G. (1997). Rehabilitation outcomes among adults 
who are blind and visually impaired: Conceptual and methodological issues.  
Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness, 92, 117-130. 

Crews, J. E. (1996). Rehabilitation outcomes among older people who are 
visually impaired.  In M. Gozovsky (ed.), People who are blind or visually 
impaired–a look toward the year 2000, (107-83).  Proceedings, 27-28 
February 1996, Kfar Hamaccabia Hotel, Tel Aviv, Israel: Israel Association of 
Education & Rehabilitation and Rehabilitation Center American Israeli 
Lighthouse. 

Crews, J. E. (1994). The demographic, social, and conceptual contexts of 
aging and vision loss. Journal of the American Optometric Association, 65 
(1), 63-68. Reprinted in English and Hebrew in M. Gozovsky (Ed.), (1996).  
People who are blind or visually impaired–a look toward the year 2000.  
Proceedings.  Tel Aviv, Israel: Israel Association of Education & 
Rehabilitation and Rehabilitation Center American Israeli Lighthouse 



Crews, J. E. (1991). Measuring rehabilitation outcomes and the public 
policies of aging and blindness. In N. Weber (Ed.), Vision and aging: Issues 
in social work practice, (137-151).  New York: Haworth press. Reprinted in 
English and Hebrew in M. Gozovsky (Ed.), (1996).  People who are blind or 
visually impaired–a look toward the year 2000.  Proceedings. Tel Aviv, 
Israel: Israel Association of Education & Rehabilitation and Rehabilitation 
Center of American Israeli Lighthouse. 

Nieuwenhuijsen, E., Frey, W. & Crews, J. (1991).  Measuring small gains 
using the ICIDH severity of disability scale: Assessment practice among older 
people who are blind. International Disabilities Studies, 13, 29-33. 

TO OBTAIN REPRINTS OR INQUIRE ABOUT JOHN'S NEW GRANTS PROGRAM, CONTACT JOHN E. 
CREWS, D.P.A., Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road, E-88, 
Atlanta, GA 30333, Phone: 404-498-3013, Fax: 404-498-3060, E-mail WZC0@cdc.gov. 


